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When ‘there is darkness before and around us, 
there is light above us. In the deepest gloom of 
earth’s shadows it is possible for us to have light for 
our cheer and guidance if we will look upward. And 
here is one of the gains pf dark hours, in their prompt- 
ing to the upward look. 

Woman’s life in Oriental countries has been a sub- 
ject of interest, as viewed from without by strangers; 
but it has not been easy to obtain practical informa- 
tion concerning it from those who are sharers in its 
experiences, There is, therefore, a peculiar value in 
a sketch of woman’s life in Japan by a Japanese 








drawn thé inference that either good or evil is trans- 
mitted from father to son by any unvarying law of 
heredity. Good old Thomas Fuller finds in the earlier 
part of the succession a case gf a bad. father having a 
bad son, of this bad son in his turn having a good son. 
Then his son in turn is bad, but his grandson good. 
He adds, “I see, Lord, from hence, that my father’s 
piety cannot be entailed; that is bad news for me, 
But I see also that actual impiety is not always 
hereditary ; that is good news for my son.” 


To him who makes it so, any sphere is a high 
sphére, Fulness of service is the supreme test. One 
reason why so many -persong are inefficient is that 
they are spending their energies in some other direc- 
tion than that which is theirs at the time. They are 
afraid of being undervalued if they do not show them- 
selves above the service that is expected of them. 





They neglect their part in the round of life duties 
because they want to exhibit their superiority to their 
own present calling. Buta man who will not do his 
best in what he is set to do is not the man to do bet- 
ter anywhere else. Of course, one may be better 
fitted for one calling than another. But the best 
evidence of fitness for any calling is the living up to 
one’s possibilities in that situation where he is, with- 
out regard to where he might better like to be. 


One sign of a moral and spiritual bracing of our 
energies is a livelier sense of our failure to come up- 
to our own ideals. We imagine we can sit quite still, 
until we find ourselves in the photographer’s chair, 
with an iron brace at the back of the head, and attep- 
tion fixed on the necessity of absolute immovability 
for a minufe or two. Then for the first time we be- 
come aware what surges of force there are moving 
through us by reason of our heart-beats, our respira- 
tion, and other organic processes of which we are 
quite unconscious at other times. Something like 
that is the sense we have of our spiritual shortcom- 
ings the moment we rouse ourselves from the habit 
of taking our ordinary and feeble measure of obedi- 
ence as a full compliance with the divine law. The 
surest way of having this sense of our poverty wakened 
in us is to come into a truer realization of what God 
and Christ feel toward us. The vision shames us, 
and the very love it wakens in us reveals our want 
of anything like an equal response to theirs. For 

“Only when we love, we find 
.How far our hearts remain behind 
The love they should bestow.” 


“We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” 
This is true in quite another sense from that in which 
we usually think of the Apostle’s familiar words. To 
him who has not yet been called upon to “sleep,” but 





woman, as now given in these pages. Miss Tsyda, 
of Japan, has been in this country for several years, 
availing herself of the higher advantages here given 
for the education of woman. 
woman’s life in her own country will command atten- 
tion from all. 


Character does not pass on unchanged from gene- 
ration to generation. Those who have watched at- 
tentively the succession of the kings of Judah, with 
reference to their spiritual quality, will not have 


What she has to say of | 


who has just laid away a dear one—a child, perhaps 
—in whose interest his life forces seem to have cen- 
| tered, all the world without is changed. And this 
means change within. There is no. house-corner but 
wears a different aspect. It is a new and strange 
world to him who is left to tread it still. The one is 
taken, the other left; the one is changed because he 
sleeps, the other is changed because he still lives on. 
And all this is “in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye.” Our life path is not straight, nor does it lie in 





with angles. ' We may think we see miles ahead, but 
quickly we are whirled around an unsuspected corner. 
The whole direction is altered; the sun suddenly turns 
our shadow to a new point of the compass ; the foliage 
that shone like translucent gold becomes in a moment 
dun and darkly green. The old path js in sight no 
longer, turn and view the road as we may, As we 
go on the aspect changes, the sight changes, the man 
changes. This is what we live for,—to move in new- 
appointed ways. It is not ours to sleep as yet, but 
we are changed because a dear one sleeps. One day 
we too shall sleep. Shall others then be changed, and 
move to their new-appointed ways? Love turns our 
course. Love makes life life. 





HOPE A FACTOR IN FAITH. 


Faith in God is recognized by every child of God 
as a primal duty; but hope in God is not always seen 
to be a factor in right faith. It is easy to admit that 
God’s will should he accepted as final concerning our- 
selves.and our dear ones ; but it is not so easy to look 
forward with confidence to the outcome of those deal- 
ings as sure to be bright and delightful. Yet hope 
is as truly a duty as is faith; and faith in order to 
be at its best must have its active element of hope. 

Weare “saved through faith ;” we“ live by faith ;” 
we “walk by faith;” and “ without faith it is impos- 
sible to be well-pleasing unto God.” But what is 
faith without hope? “ Faith is the assurance of things — 
hoped for;” “by hope were we saved,” through 
“Christ Jesus eur hope;” and as God’s dear chil- 
dren we are to “abound in hope, in the power of the 
Holy Ghost,” Faith looks.upward. Hope looks 
forward. Faith rests everything on God, Hope ex- 
pects everything from God. Faith is sure that God 
will do right. Hope is sure that God will send good. 
Faith is the basis of hope; but without hope faith is 
imperfect and unsatisfying. “Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within 
me?” says the Psalmist. “Hope thou in God: for 
I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my coun- 
tenance, and my God.” “We through the Spirit,” 
says the Apostle, “by faith wait for the hope of right- 
eousness ;” and “if we hope for that which we see 
not, then do we with patience wait for it.” 

It is not enough to believe in God as over all, con- 
trolling, directing, restraining, according to his wis- 
dom and goodness ; it is needful also to expect good 
at his hands continually. When things look dark to 
us, we have a right to hope for the light. There is 
such a thing as a despairing faith; and there is also 
such a thing as a gladly expectant faith. Faith with- 
out hope is despairing; faith with hope is gladly 
expectant. Many a Christian believer is willing to 
bow his head in submissiveness of faith, who is not ° 
ready to lift up his head in the joy of hope. There 
are, indeed, those who seem to count it meritorious to 
face the worst as a possibility, rather than to hope for 
the best to the uttermost. Herein is an error. A 
child of God is never to sorrow as others who have 
no hope. A disciple of. Christ is never to live as if 
he had no hope and were without God in the world. 
Abraham was a man of faith, and for that very rea- 
son he was a man of hope. “Without being weak- 
ened in faith ” because of the hopelessness of his case, 








gently varying curves. God marks his ways for us 


he was a man “ who in hope believed against hope ;” 
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and so he became the father, of the faithful and the 
father of the hoping. 

In time of sickness or of other peril, in the hour of 
saddest uncertainty, we are not to fear for the worst, 
‘but we are to hope for the best. Knowing that sorer 
trials than we haye ever known may be immediately 
before us in the providence of God, we can also know 
that God may have surprises of good for us beyond 
our extremest longings or,our fondest anticipations. 
Why should we think that God will be readier to 
disappoint us than to meet our wants? If we trust 
God as we are entitled to, we shall look expectantly 
for that which is in the line of our requests as his 
children, so long as his refusal to answer our prayers 
is not explicitly made known to us; and when we 
have been disappointed in one thing, we ought to be 
all the more hopeful that another disappointment is 
ot to be ours. If, indeed, disappointments are in 
store for us, let us not suffer from them before they 
must be met. But if the joy of our hearts is to be 
granted to us, let us not haye grieved God by re- 
fusing to beliéve that he would send it as we desired. 

_ There is a practical side to this matter as well as 

an ethical one. Not only is it wrong to expect dis- 
appointment, rather than cheer, from our all-loving 
Father, in his orderings in our behalf; but if we are 
without hope of success in a struggle we are making, 
we are unnerved for that struggle, and are liable to 
bring on troubles that would not otherwise have been 
ours. Hope is divinely called “an anchor of the 
soul,” an anchor “ both sure and stedfast, and enter- 
ing into that which is within the veil;” and if we 
slip the cable of that anchor, we shall lose the good 
things that are in store for those who cling to it to 
tlie last.“ Where there is no hope there can be no 
endeavor,” says Dr. Johnson; and Coleridge tells 
us that 


“ Work without hope draws nectar in a sieve.” 


Hope is always in order-for a child of God. No 
matter what God has done for us, or is doing, or seems 
likely to do, we ought to expect better things and yet 
better in the opening future. In the eternal present 
there “abideth faith, hope, love, these three,” and he 
who has both faith and love needs also hope. 


“ Above the dusky air 
Shine the bright steps of hope, 
And I, though from the lowest stair, 
Would mount to heaven’s cope. 


“Thus yedrning, I arise, 
But heavily I move: 
Alas that with such wistful eyes 
My limbs so feeble prove! — 
“But can the morning fail, 
Though dawn be dark and wild? 
Rejoice, O soul, thou shalt prevail ; 
Of light thou art the child, 


“Thy hope, it shall be made 
Thy strerigth, if it be bright; 
“Thy limbs, so heavy in the shade, 
Grow lighter in the light.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Nore.—This department has its purpose and its limitations. 
Its purpose is the giving and answering of such of the letters 
received by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to 
have, an interest to readers generally, and for which thespace 
can conveniently be found. Its limitations are fixed by the 
requirements of other departments. There are times when 
ten letters which might havea place here are received, where 
one can be printed, Letters are warmly welcomed, and they 
are cordially invited, even though not all of them can be 
responded to. Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter 
either answered or-read by the Editor. The signature to 
every letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwriting is 
first looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. Personal requests for aid in the selection 


or purchase of books, or other helps to study, cannot, as a rule,” 


* be responded to, in this department or by private letter. 


How often we say that we don’t know, when we fail 
to see that we could know. Rarely do we sweep the 


‘| miracles. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 


impulse is to suppose that what is not in mind at the 
moment has not been in mind at any time. An example 
of this kind of snap judgment appears in a recent state- 
ment in this column to the effect that Bible commenta- 
tors seem unable to find any reference in the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies to the rising of our Lord from the dead 
on the third day, as suggested by him in his talk with 
the disciples on the way to Emmaus (Luke 24: 46). 
The error of that statement was already perceived by its 
writer before attention was directed to it by the follow- 
ing letter from a Massachusetts correspondent : 


I notice in your issue of May 16 the question, “ Where is it 
written?” in reference to the passage “‘ that the Christ should 
suffer, and risé again from the dead the third day.” The first 
part of this, “ that the Christ should suffer,” is easily answered. 
May not an answer to the last part, “and rise again from the 
dead the third day,” be found in Hosea 6: 2; namely, “ After 
two days will he revive us, in the third day he will raise us up, 
and we shall live in his sight”? 1 Corinthians 15 : 4 is re- 
ferred to in the margin of our English Bible. Like many of 
the prophetic passages, this probably has a double meaning 
and application, some of tho#e quoted by Christ himself being 
of thjs kind. 


It is true that this passage in Hosea may be the one 
referred to by our Lord. Both Bishop Horsley and Dr. 
Pusey have supposed it to be so. Its apparent historical 
application is to the literal Israel; but Israel is in a 
peculiar sense God’s son, and: is typical of the Messiah 
as the Son of God. 


It is not the number of our senses, but the use we make 
of them, that measures our power through our senses. 
There are blind persons who can see more than those 
who have two eyes, and there are deaf persons who can 
hear more than those who have two ears. In a recent 
editorial on “ Elementary Bible Knowledge,” facts were 
given in evidence of the truth that bright children in 
Eastern Massachusetts had surprised their teachers by 
their inability to answer intelligently so simple a ques- 
tion as “What do you know about Jesus Christ?” 
Thereupon a teacher of the deaf in Western Pennsylva- 
nia is moved to compare his scholars at this point with 
those reported from in Massachusetts, He says: 


I send you a few answers to the question propounded by the 
Boston Sunday-school teacher, written by my deaf pupils. I 
do not expect you to publish them unless you think the con- 
trast would have a s@lutary effect on such woful ignorance as 
that exhibited by the answers given in your paper of May 9. 
The class were told to answer the question in as few words as 
possible, but no other directions were given them. The lan- 
guage of the specimen answers is wholly uncorrected. These 
young people are from fifteen to eighteen years of age. Four- 
fifths of them come from families where there is no home reli- 
gipus influence, at least no religious instruction, and whatever 
they can show of Bible knowledge has been received at school. 
One thing we are careful to try to do, and that is, to give our 
pupils a limited amount of instruction, and to be thorough in 
imparting it. By following this rule our pupils rarely ever get 
beyond their depths, 


Here follow a few of these answers: 


Jesus Christ is our Saviour, the only son of our heavenly 
Father, of the Virgin Mary and Joseph. He was born in a 
manger, in a stable at Bethlehem eighteen hundred and ninety- 
one years ago, and when he had grown up to be a man, he 
worked for God on earth, preaching and performing many 


died, and was buried, and on the third day after his death, he 
arose again from the dead. After forty days on earth, he as- 
cended into heaven, and from thence, he shall come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

Before Jesus Christ was born, God told the old prophets that 
he promised that his son would come on the earth from heaven. 
The prophets told the people about thjs news, and they hoped 
that God’s sen would come, but many died. At last he was 
born in Bethlehem, When he was thirty years old, he began to 
preach to his people and then he gave them many good advices. 
But they did not believe in him. He often gave his miracles 
to them and intended them to find him that he was true the son 
of God. He often reproved them and at last they captured him 
and nailed him to a cross. 

Jesus Christ was’ born in a humble place at Bethlehem. His 
parents took care of him. When he was a baby the beautiful 
star was lighting to him during he lay with his mother and 
father. An angel called some wise men and told them to go 
and see Jesus. They got sweet spices and rich presents for 
him. They went and gave them to him honored him very 
much and they prayed tohim. The angel sent Jesus’s parents 
to go to Egypt and bring Jesus the infant becatise King Herod 
wanted to kill him. 


These answers show that deaf children can be so taught 
that they shall have an intelligent idea of elementary 
Bible knowledge; and they give encouragement to be- 
lieve that children who can hear and speak have possi- 





horizon of knowledge before giving our answer as to 


what is to be seen in such a range of observation. Our }. 





bilities in the same direction. 


“THE REALM OF SILENCE. 
BY JULIE M, LIPPMANN. 


Beyond the Gates of Sound there lies > 
A land most fair, albeit hushed and stil] :— 
The Realm of Silence.‘ Hereto hies 
No mutter of the world’s discordant mill, 
No murmur faint of mortal cries, 
In anguish uttered or ’mid grievous il. 
Nor yet its softer echoes; bells 
Set so the hours in passing make them chime: 
And wizard winds a-weaving spells 
Of wonder for, the world in summer-time, 
Or bird-notes poured forth spendthrift-wise 
In liquid music till the air o’erspill. 


Nay, in the Realm of Silence, mute 

The dawn is; speechless noon, and evening dumb. 
Yet, nathless, here with lyre and lute e- 

Pale poets press and minstrels eager come. 
Limners and monarchs; minds acute, 

And brains o’ertaxed with life’s perplexing sum ; 
Wan woman, stricken maids, and men 

Whose brows o’erdarken if one hint of dreams, 
Who yet, with chisel or with pen, 

Strive to portray them as their art beseems, 
All hasten here to find the fruit 

Of Silence’ nursing, and to feast therefrom. 


Here beauty’s limned sans blot or blur; 

Here rarer tales are told than tongue can teach ; 
Here noblet thoughts than ever spur} 

Of doing sped to deed, perfection reach. 
And sweeter songs the pulses stir 

Than e’er the singer finds the words to breech. 
But ah! one may not take to earth 

Whatso is languaged in this finer sphere. 
Man ne’er shall know the precious worth 

Of unspoke things, whose echoes fail the ear, 
Till Death, the great interpreter, 

Translates their silence into grandest speech. 

. Brooklyn, N. Y. 





. 
WOMAN'S LIFE IN JAPAN. 
BY UME TSUDA. 


A little girl’s life in Japan is a pleasant one, and 
during the years of childhood there are many pleasures 
in store for her. Asa baby, she is neither despised nor 
ill-treated on account of her sex, but is loved and ten- 
derly cared for, though her place in the household is one 


of less importance than that of her more favored brother. - 


She usually leads a free, outdoor life, from the time she is 
carried out on the back of nurse, mother, or elder sister, 
until she is able to go around herself in the fresh air and 
sunshine, playing games, or running about in the gar- 
dens, among the much loved flowers of Japan. There 
are, too, special pleasures of-each season. In the spring, 
when the flowers are out in bloom in the great parks and 
gardens of Tokyo, all the family will go out to enjoy the 
beautiful scenes. During the time the cherries bloom, 
hundreds, and even thousands, of people will be seen 
along the great Sumida River, whose banks for miles are 
lined with beautiful cherry-trees. The tea-houses are 
filled with merrymakers, boats float idly up and down, 
and great. crowds are out in the sunshine, under the 
pink, blossom-laden boughs, while long lines of jinricksha 
carry fathers, mothers, and their children to and fro 
along the dusty roads. Each season bring its flowers 
and its picnics, from the plum, the cherry, and the 
wistgria, until in the fall the beautiful maples turn a 
brilliant red, and the Jast and loveliest.of Japanese 
flowers, the crysanthemum, is in its glory. 

Besides the picnics, there are visits to the great tem- 
ples; and in Tokyo the great temple at Asakusa is a most 
attractive place for the children. The path from the 
great gateway to the temple has on both sides a most 
tempting array of booths and shops, where all manner 
of toys, candies, and pretty things are displayed, which 
prove most fascinating to the little ones. The prayer at 
the temple finished, and the blessing of the gods invoked, 
there is always time for watching the great flock of tame 
doves that come flying down from the great roof of the 
temple toward the children, in expectation of being fed; 
and there are always venders at hand, ready to sell, for 
a few cents, a handful of grain, which the children enjoy 
scattering about. And lastly, there is the delightful tour 
of the shops, when the eager little hands clasp a coveted 
toy; and something besides is chosen for the sister or 
brother whose turn it was to stay at home. 

Then, all through the year, there are festivals for both 
girls and boys, the greatest of these being New Year. 
For days beforehand every one makes great prepara- 
tions. Various New Year's decorations are put about 
the rooms, the paper doors and windows are renewed, 
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new mats cover the floors, and the house-cleaning for 
the year is done, so that none of last year’s dust and dirt 
will be found on anything. Every member of the family 
has new clothes, and, after the bills are settled and debts 
are paid, all wait for the coming year with great expec- 
tation, Many frolics and games are improvised and 
carried out, and much is done for the pleasure and enter- 
tainment of the children. The older members join in 
the gayeties of the season, and, when not engaged in the 
reception of guests, take their part in the games and 
amusements. The children are invited to the homes 
of their friends for New Year’s parties; and they too, 
with the elders, go on New Year’s calls, to offer con- 
gratulations and gifts, all during the merry month of 
January. ° 

. Besides this, corresponding to the festival of flags for 
boys, there is for girls, on the third day of the third 
month, the great feast of dolls; and a delightful time it 
is, when all the beautiful dolls, which have come down 
generation after generation in the family,—effigies of 
emperor and empress, and of the court attendants,—are 
brought out from the great storehouse, where they are 
kept during the year, are decorated, and looked at by 
admiring eyes during the three days that this festival 
lasts. 

But the young girl does not spend all her childhood 
in play and idleness. She has her tasks and her duties 
for each day; and her life is a busy one, hedged in by 
rules and precepts, which are strict and binding. It 
differs from that of her brothers; for, though she is 
treated kindly, and receives consideration, her education 
and training are preparing her for a different life from 
that of the boys, and she is taught what will fit her for 
the hard tasks of the coming years. She does not, in 
the first place, expect to study the same books, or go 
to the same schools, She must have none of the am- 
bitions that a boy has, but must always expect to be 
under the control of the stronger sex, and to be depend- 
ent all her life on her father, husband, or son. Her 
chief virtues will be submission, obedience, and a defer- 
ence to the wishes of others, combined with modesty and 
courtesy. In all the greater things of life she must sub- 
mit to the judgments of those above her, and all her 
future happiness depends on the early acquisition of the 
power of pleasing and of self-control. She is expected 
to have an agreeable manner and cheerful face under all 
circumstances. Whatever her lot in life, it is her duty 
to please, and to win, by her amiability’and gentleness, 
a place in the affections of those above her. It is no 
one’s fault but her own if she fails in this, and if, after 
marriage, she is sent back to her father’s home an un- 
loved woman. 

In order to fit her for her duties in after life, she is 
taught to assist her mother in all household work, in the 
sewing and cooking as well as in the reception and enter- 
tainment of guests. A woman’s principal occupation is 
needlework ; and every woman must know how to sew 
herself, as well as to direct her servants in the work of 
mending and keeping all the garments in good order. 
The care of the household rests on her, from the details 
of kitchen work to the choice of the flowers and orna- 
ments of the parlor, which are changed for the various 
occasions and seasons, and which must be in good taste 
and appropriate to the time. The little girl is early 
taught the proper service of a meal, and how to arrange 
the little lacquer tables with. the rice-bow], saucers, and 
chopsticks ; for the proper reception of guests is an im- 
portant duty of a woman, and the rules of hospitality 
are rigid. Lessons in etiquette are also made a part of 
the necessary training, so that she may be at ease as 
hostess in later life. 

Besides all this, she has some studies with books, and 
she may gain some knowledge of reading and writing 
the Chinese characters, though not in any degree to the 
same extent as is expected of the boys. There may be, 
also, lessons in painting, music, and flower-atranging, 
and with advancing years the training and education of 
the girl becomes more and more different from that of 
the boys. 

With childhood ends a happy period in a woman's 
life, It is happy in that she has had freedom such as is 
unknown in any other country of Asia. She has been 
loved and cared for by kind parents; but her education 
and training have not fitted her to take an equal position 
with men, and the time-honored customs for woman are 
such that she must be content with an inferior place in 
the home and in society. 

With marriage a new life begins. Her home is hence- 
forward with her husband’s family; and her first duty 
will be to please her new relatives, to serve and care for 
her parents-iu-law, and to give them the many little 


attentions that they will expect from her as a matter of 
course. The young wife must be obedjent even to their 
unspoken wish; and it is by the training in cheerful 
obedience received in early life that she knows now how 
to submit'to them, and how to win their affections. 

A woni&n’s sphere is in her home, and it is she who 
attends to all the details of every-day life for her hus- 
band, performing many acts of service with her own 
hands. She sees that he has everything ready which he 
may need; she is near by if he calls on her,—an intelli- 
gent, ready, and obedient interpreter of his wants. 
While he is out at work, she is busy keepjng his house- 
hold in good order, and seeing to all the details of the 
work herself. She does ngt concern herself with the 
great questions of life, nor Bes she know of what goes 
on in the world outside, except through her husband or 
the occasional guests that enliven the quiet of the pass- 
ing days, But though not the equal and companion of 
her husband, she has much responsibility, and is often 
much loved and honored by those beneath her, espe- 
cially by her children; and when old age brings rest 
and peace, and grown-up sons and daughters relieve 
her of her cares and responsibilities, she has a pogition 
of ease and honor, the reward of Jong years of faithfal- 
ness and devotion. 

Into this quiet life of a woman of old Japan much of 
new is being brought by the changes of late years. The 
girl or woman’ is called on now to lead a different life, 
and to fill new duties. Let us hope that in coming out 
of the seclusion of past years she will find herself as 
suitably prepared towards taking up new duties as she 
was in the old times to submit to the yoke of obedience, 
and that the present day, in giving her new and better 
opportunities for usefulness, will bring changes for the 
better into the world of Japan. 

Boston, Mass, 





SECRETS. 
BY GRACE H. DUFFIELD. 


The mountains tell their secrets to the running, rippling streams 
That run and ripple onward to the river where it flows; 
And they whisper, whisper, whisper through their drowsy sum- 
mer dreams, 
To the gently gliding river as it swiftly seaward goes, 


And the river keeps the secret, very still and very deep, 
Till it flashes through the open, slipping downward to the sea, 
Where the baby waves run up and hear it talking in its sleep, 
Then scamper quickly back again, and clap their hands in 
glee. 


And the gleaming, changing sea that smiles and dances in the 
sun, 
With a thousand little merry laughs, looks upward to the 
blue, 
And tells the clouds the story that the mountains have begun,— 
The same dear secret-story that your mother tells to you. 


Bloomfield, N. J. 





“STREAMS IN THE DESERT.” 
BY THE REV. JAMES JOHNSTON. 


Discoveries of the hidden resources of nature have a 
marked destiny on the progress of a country and its 
inhabitants. This intimate relation has been frequently 
exemplified, for example, in the effects of “ gold-finds ” 
on the lands adjoining and the aborigines by whom they 
are occupied. Aa object illustration of this is found 
in that wonderful region, Mashonaland, which abounds 
in mineral and pastoral wealth, and where, in the track 
of a British expedition, the Wesleyan and Church mis- 
sionary societies are despatching missionaries for the 
evangelization of the fierce Matabele tribes. Another 
instance is furnished by the discovery of a large well of 
water, at the comparatively slight depth of a hundred 
and twenty feet, at El Goléa, on the southern frontier 
of Algeria, which throws up hourly twenty-four hundred 
gallons of the precious fluid,—an event which the entire 
population, comprising kaids, talibs, and the sons of the 
desert, have welcomed, in Eastern fashion, with singing 
and dancing, and like festive signs of demonstration. To 
many others, who are gazing with sympathetic eye on 
the prospects of the regeneration of North Africa and of 
the entire Dark Continent, this occurrence, implying 
“ rivers of water in dry places,” eloquently prefigures the 
august day when everything whithersoever the river 
cometh shalllive. Students of Scripture doubtless recall 
that famous chapter in Genesis chronicling the digging 
for wells, in the valley of Gerar, by the servants of Isaac, 
for the nourishment of their families and flocks, and of 
their sharp encounters with Philistinian foes over the 





wells of Esek and Sitnah, followed by the goodly triumph 


at Rehoboth, and, later, at another well, when they cume 
with the message to their patriarchal chief: “ We have 
found water. And he called it Shebah: therefore the 
name of the city is Beersheba unto this day.” 

From the earliest times wells have been opened at 
points across the northern belt of the Sahara by means 
of what the Arabs call “ bahrs,” or natural spiracles, 
Through carelessness or furious sand-storms, they have 
been filled up again, and the natives, deprived of water 
by which to irrigate their cultivated patches, have been 
compelled to move to more habitable spots, possibly 
“clad in vesture gay.”” In numerous cases the where- 
abouts of the wells has been wholly obliterated. In 
combating the scarcity of water and in fostering the 
gentler aspects of civilization in Algeria, the French 
rulers are entitled to gratitude. Since their occupation 
of this semi-barbarous land, so picturesque in scenery 
and balmy in atmosphere throughout the northerly prov-« 
inces, they have made strong roads and laid out over a 
thousand miles of railway. Their engineers have sunk 
deep wells and cleared out old ones,—a beneficent work, 
which is regarded as the harbinger of the reclamation 
of arid wastes and desolate valleys. In a quarter of the 
globe to which the Psalmist’s words characteristically 
apply, “‘a dry and thirsty land, where no water is,” irri- 
gation is being carried on with an enterprise correspond- 
ing to that displayed by the British in India. Asarule, 
the all-important element is reached by artesian wells, 
of which two striking achievements are known. One of 
these was found at Tuggurt as far back as 1°56. The 
water, which was obtained at a distance of a hundred and 
ninety-six feet, gushed forth in a volume at the rate of 
four thousand liters a minute; while a well subsequently 
discovered at Wad-el-Melah, in Tunis, is capable of throw- 
ing up ten thousand tons of water daily,—a quantity 
which is estimated sufficient to redeem some twelve hun- 
dred acres of land from sterility, and to irrigate sixty 
thousand palm-trees. From facts of this import the 
ancient prophecy has at least a physical fulfilment: 
“The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose.” P 

Several schemes on paper, or in the air, have been 
advocated for the utilization of the immense “ sober- 
tinted plains” of the Sahara. French engineers have 
recommended the connection of the southern provinces 
of Morocco and Algeria with Timbuctoo by means of a 
railway, and thus it is surmised that the iron path would 
bring the inner regions into living touch with the Medi- 
terranean and Europe. Two other proposals have quite 
a different basis, The first, taking into account a re- 
markable depression south of the French Algerian pos- 
sessions below the level of the sea and extending near 
to the coast of Tunis, which is also under the French 
flag, proposes a cutting from the Mediterranean by which 
the desert would be gradually filled with an inland sea 
for thousands of square miles, and so establish a new 
frontier southwards, and add to the prosperity of South 
Algeria, A second plan, based on the scientific data of 
the existence of an underground sheet of water of enor- 
mous extent, at from sixty-five to three hundred and 
twenty feet below the surface, according to the distance 
of the locality from the edge of the basin in the desert 
portion of Algeria, aims at digging artesian wells on a 
considerable s¢ale. By directing these flowing wells into 
channeled beds, fertile plains would soon be covered with 
luxuriant grass, lovely flowers, and tropic vegetation, 
Amid these oases the once oppressed would find rest and 
protection either on account of their numerical strength 
or from the Armed Brethren of the Sahara, enrolled by 
Cardinal Lavigerie. Now that France has secured, 
through a recent treaty, a free hand from Algeria to 
Dahomey, the new crusade led by the Cardinal has a 
vastly enlarged field of operation. Whatever may be 
thought of the mode of action of these modern crusaders, 
their intentions appear as noble as their exploits are 
humane and chivalrous. At liberty to take up spade or 
sword, they seek the conquest of lands reckoned in the 
past beyond hope of redemption. They are pledged 
both to resist slavery where the dominant race have been 
inveterate slaveholders, and likewise to plant strongholds 
in the desert for helpless and persecuted humanity. 
Hereafter, possibly, the Cardinal may be classed with 
Livingstone and Mackay among the chief saviors of 
long-neglected Africa. 

The discovery of a natural reservoir has fndirect bear- 
ing on all missionary labor in North Africa, and notably 
on the latest expedition for the faith, in which many 
English friends are interested. Early this year, two 
young Englishmen, Messrs. Harris and White, unat- 





tached to any ecclesiastical organization, left for Lake 
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Tchad, via Tunis, to make the first distinct attempt from 
_* North Africa, by caravan route, to evangelize the fringe 

of the darkened millions in the Central Soudany They 
_ are now making arrangements to leave Tunis for Gafsa, 
two hundred miles east of El Goléa, and, by a letter 
which the leader has sent to the writer, they intend after- 
wards to strike southwards for Ghadannis or Murzuk, in 
the Fezzan. This will be made a temporary headquar- 
ters, a rallying-place for yolunteers, whence an endeavor 
will be essayed into the impenetrable interior. To spread 
the gospel in these unvisited regions is a task of peril, 
and for its success prayer is desired, Servants of this 
order, men of known, tried capacity and rare consecra- 
tion, are veritable “ streams in the desert,” through whose 
going forth, in some measure, “the parched ground shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water,” 
in the Lord’s own good time, 


., Bolton, Lancashire, England. 





SOMETIMES A LIGHT SURPRISES. 
BY LAURA M. GEMMILL. 


“of had really begun to be discouraged. There had not 
_ been a sunny Sunday for two months. Scarcely a boy in 
‘my class but that had had his turn with the “grippe.” 
When they all gsi back to me again last Sunday, and 
we were left alone with the lesson for the few (oh, so 
few!) moments’that remained for the lesson, it was like 
the first day of public school after a vacation, Gradu- 
ally the room grew stiller, and the interest in the lesson 
deepened ; but the sexton was breaking in a new pair of 
boots, and he creaked into our little room, and creaked 
around until he had attracted the attention of every eye 
and ear in the class. A spider spun itself down from 
* the ceiling. One boy saw it slowly descending above 
my head, and pointed a finger in warning. Then there 
were fifteen bcys distracted. Meanwhile the words of 


the lesson were burning in my heart. I must speak | 


thém, whether they will hear or not; for was I not put 
in trust with that bit of the gospel? The second bell 
tapped for closing. “Is it worth while to close with a 
prayer for God’s blessing on this lesson?” I asked my 
heart. “Is that Satan’s question?” was my next thought, 
I dared not listen again. I commended thodge boys to 
God for the week to come, and they all passed out, and 
were gone. 

“TI have toiled and taken nothing, I have no evi- 
dence that I have any influenee for good upon these 
lives,” I thought, as I closed the door of the church, and 
turned toward home. Comforts were declining. “Love 
hopeth all things,” whispered the still small voice, 
Then love must be failing. ‘ But love never faileth,” 
again the still voice whispered. Just ahead of me I saw 
one of the boys waiting for me. Muddy boots, faded 
brown coat, and the same boy in them that I founda 
year and a half ago, by chance (?) one Sunday, on the 
atreet,—without a father, except a drunken oye in a 
distant state; without a mother, except in heaven; with- 
out a home, except with a Catholic family in the coun- 
try, for whom ho worked; without a Sunday-school, 
except I invite him to one. From that day he had come 
to my class through mud, or dust, or snow. After all, 
was it worth while? 

“Miss G——,” he said, after a short walk together, 
and as ye neared the corner where we were to part, “I 
want to tel] you something to-day.” 
« Tt was as if an angel had spoken. How I bad longed 
for a “sign” that I was anything besides simply teacher 
to these boys, or that they would some time talk to me 
as to a friend! 

“What did you say, Fred?” I asked, 

“TI want to tell you”—and the words came slowly— 
“that I have been a very bad boy since I saw you last 
week, and I wani to tell you all about it. .I ran away 
from home last week, and was never coming back. I 
walked twelve miles, and was going, I don’t know where, 

. when, all at once, I thought of you, and gaid to myself, 
* What will she say when she hears I have ryn away ?’ 
And, after thinking about it a few minutes, I turned 
around and walked back through the mud, and begged 
for one more chance to prove myself a better boy. It 
was night when I got home, and I cried so hard that 
they took me ia;” 

“And, Fred, when you were thinking about it, did 
you only think what i might say? Dido’t you think 
something more than that, too?” 

The answer was low, but I caught it; and there was 
in it a great recompense of reward. 

. “Lord, if I may, I'll serve another day,” I thought. 
“T'll work on, and hope on, and love on, and trust the 


very patient now.” 
There is no joy, in this life, which approaches the joy 
which Christ gives a soul when it may feel that, by the 
mercy of God, it has been the rope of help ingthe Mas- 
ter’s hand which has rescued a struggling soul the 
billows of temptation. The rains will descend, the floods 
will come, and the winds will blow and beat upon these: 
young lives, and, unless they be founded upon the rock 
Christ Jesus, great will be the desolation wrought. 
Who will not lend a hand to help them build away | 
above the sands? Let every teacher’s golden text for 
every Sunday be, “ And I, if I be lifted up, will draw 
all men untome.” Let her eye be single in this service, 
and her resolution be, “Titis one thing I do. I will 
faithfully ‘lift up’ Christ that he may fulfil his most 
blessed promise.”” One more thought, There are plenty 
of boys without a Sunday-school home, who will be found 
in your class or my class next Sunday, and the Sundays 
after, if you or I invite them there, and make iteseem 
home-like to them from the first, Into what “ paths of 
righteousness ”’ he may lead them “ for his name’s sake,” 
if we persuade them into the Sunday-school, God knows. 
Whene these feet may wander, and in what net be taken, 
if they are not directed into theSunday-school, God knows. 
* Lost for want of a word,— 

A word that you might have spoken! 

Who knows what eyes may be dim, 

Or what hearts may be aching and broken? 

Go scatter beside dll waters, 

Nor sicken at hope deferred ; 

Let never a soul by thy dumbness 

Be lost for want of a word.” 


Freevort, Il. 





“TIT DON’T FRITTER.” 
BY ANNA F. RAFFENSPERGER. 
+ 
Not long ago I escorted two bright young women to 


New York. Of course, they wanted to do some shop- 
ping. Coming from a small town, it was perfectly 


natural that the “wonderful reductions” and “great 
bargains” should fascinate them. 
“Look at that lovely lace, Mame! Reduced from 


forty-five cents to twenty-five! 

“Do you need it, Netty ?” 

“No, not now; but itisso cheap. Don’t you want to 
come in and buy some too?” 

“No,” was the quaint reply ; “I don’t fritter.” 

So it came to pass that jewelry glittered, and ribbons 
fluttered, and dainty gloves and shoes tempted her, in 
vain. To each and every appeal she answered, “I don’t 
fritter.” 

At length she found a pattern of wash-silk that exactly 
suited her, and she bought it. Also another dress pat- 
teri of crépe de chine, and some very nice gloves, which 
she needed. That was absolutely all she bought; but 
her dresses and gloves were worth what she paid, were 
exactly what she needed, and would do her good service. 

Netty gathered up a miscellaneous assortment of odds 
and ends,—fancy pins, so dear to the girlish heart of to- 
day; cheap handkerchiefs; yards of “ reduced ribbons,” 
which she did not need; ‘glover, dear at any price; little 
pieces of china that struck her fancy, and would be so 
pretty in her room, Before she realized it, her money 
was all gone, and she had only those trifles to show 
for it. 

“And I did need a dress so much, Mame,” she mur- 
mured plaintively, the last evening of our stay. “ How 
did you make your money bold out?” 

Again the quaint remark, “I don’t fritter.” 

The word remained: in my mind. It had an odd 
sound. I looked it up, “ Fritter: to reduce to nothing 
by taking away a little at’a time.” So other things 
besides money can be frittered away; things, too, more 
precious. 

Time,—how foolishly we spend it! .A few minutes 
here, an hour or two there, a week ora month some- 
where else. Before we realize it the years are gone and 
life has reached its utmost limit, and we look back aver 
it to feel that we have frittered it away. 

Our good influence over the mind and character of 
others, how carelessly we do things that lessen it, little 
by little, over those we love! At last, too late, we waken 
to the fact that we have lost all: hold upon them. We 
have frittered away our influence. 

Our talent,—the ability God has given us to do any- 
thing well, for the use of which he will hold us to astrict 
account,—how we neglect it, how we forget our high 
calling, and stop “to play with shadows and pluck 


I must get some of it.” 





results with thee. Thou hast given me a taste of thy 


sori, «ori ara of si, sa I can be| 


aml if 


"We can recall the politician who frittered away time 
and money, influence and talent, in wire-pulling for per- 
sonal or party purposes, We have, alas! met the Lan 
ister who failed to realize the dignity of his supreme 
mission, and who frittered away his influence in attempts 
to be popular or sensational. We know the Sunday- 
school teacher who delights to tell entertaining stories, 
not realizing that he may be frittering away his last 
opportunity to point a soul to Christ. We are familiar 
with the writer who has not only written elevating stories, 
but has drawn word-pictures that pure eyes do not care 
to look upon. 

And so the word “ fritter” comes to have a serious 
sound. It tells of meang wasted, time misspent, influ- 
ence thrown away, talents neglected, and life—so full of 
opportunities—made a wretched failure. 

If each of us could say, as Mame did, “ I don’t fritter”! 
Cumberland, Md, 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS’ 
*RONs.: 


BY MARION LAWRANCE. 


Don’t let the opening hour pass by one minute without 
beginning. 

' Don’t begin until order is secured. “ Be orderly your- 
self. 

Don’t call for order but once, ~—then, wait until it is 
secured, 

Don’t scold if order does not come adits. Be patient. 
Don’t be childish. Be child-like, You have all ages 
in your school. 

Don’t sing six verses of ahymn. Two verses are bet- 
ter; but, if you must use three, sing the first and last, 
and .read the second. Variety may be just what your 
school needs, 

Don’t allow any ten, or even five, minute prayers. 
They will kill your school. Head off that. good but 
persistent brother. Do it kindly. 

Don’t have any prayer over one minute long, if you 
can help it. 

Don’t call on any one to pray without first getting 
his consent, and telling him what you want him to 
pray for. 

Don’t permit any quarterlies to be used in the class by 
the teachers or scholars, Bibles only. Might as well 
put the pots and kettles on the dinner-table. They are 
helps to prepare the meal, not to serve it with. 

Don’t “take up the collection ” while you sing. Wor- 
ship God in one way at a time. 

Don’t say “ collection” at all. 
it that, 

Don’t talk about “ pennies for the Sunday-school ” to 
those who have nickels and dimes for gum and candy. 

Don’t use the word “children,” except in the primary 
department. Say “scholars.” That fits all ages. 

Don’t go before your school without a carefully pre- 
pared program of the entire session. Always know what 
you mean to do first, and next, and next, and last. Then 
quit. 

Don’t talk seclhs If you do, you will shorten your in- 
fluence. Be a superintendent. 

Don’t permit any teacher to keep his class who stays 
away even once without a valid excuse. We are not 
“playing at” Sunday-school. 

Don’t fail to have a teachers’-meeting. You can have 
one. When you determine that you will have one, if no 
one comes but you and the janitor you will succeed. 

Don’t fail to teach temperance. Not simply on tem- 
perance days, but often. Many lessons not so labeled 
will permit of temperance applications. 

Don’t allow any general exercises, however attractive 
and beneficial, to infringe one moment on the teacher’s 
solid half-hour for instruction. , , 

Don’t teach your scholars to expect gifts on Christmas, 
Better teach them to make helpeal common-sense gifts 
to others. 

Don’t try to transplant to your own school another's 
successful methods, till after first ranning them through 
the mold of your own individuality. Experimenting is 
dangerous. 

Don’t appoint any one as teacher who did not regularly 
attend before asascholar. Others usually lack the inter- 
est that is required to succeed as a teacher. 

Don’t fail to announce all the regular church meetings 
in the school, and urge the scholars to attend. 


It is an offering. Call 





earthly flowers”! Finally the day of reckoning comes, 
but we have frittered away our divine gifts; and Christ 


you do, you lose your hold on the school. Keep sweet. 
Don’t forget that your school will never rise higher, 


* 


Don’t lose your temper under any circumstances. If 
































































































































































































































Don’t fail to clinch the central truth of each lesson 
taught, by some brief, pointed review. 

“Don’t try to teach all there is in a lesson. One truth, 
made to stick, is better than a dozen half taught. 

Don’t be over-economical in laying out money for 
lesson-helps and other needful things, Get the best. 
Good work requires good tools. 

Don’t absent yourself from the preaching and prayer- 
meeting services of your church. Be as loyal to your 
church and pastor as you expect your teachers to be to 
you at the school. 

Don’t allow yourself to get the idea that you are run- 
ning a separate institution. It is but one of the activities 
of the church, and is under its care and control. 

Don’t give prizes for anything. Give rewards, if you 
like. They do good, prizes do harm. They are very 
different in their character and influence. 

Don’t allow scholars to go from one class to another at 
pleasure. It will ruin the grading in your school. Of 
course your school is graded. 

Don} forget that the one object of all Christian work 
is to bring souls’to Christ, and to develop Christian 
character, Aim at nothing less. 

Don’t be discouraged if things do not go just as you 
wish.. Fidelity is itself success, 

Don’t fail to commend thuse who come out on es- 
pecially stormy days. 
till a fair day when the house is full. 

Don’t come in the room at just the moment for open- 
ing. To be just on time is to be late. Be there fifteen 
minutes before the time with a cordial greeting for all 
early comers. 

Don’t be fussy. Be systematic. A man who spends 
all his time pigeon-holing his letters will soon have none 
to pigeon-hole. 

Don’t do the work in your own strength. Of yourself 
you are nothing. Keep close to Christ. Heis more inter- 
ested in yourschool than youcan possibly be,. Tell him all 
about it,- Ask him to lead and guide you. Let his light 
and love shine through you in all you do. Present him 
as a personal Saviour at every session of your school, and 
at every opportunity to your scholars alone. Be cheer- 
ful. Be hopeful. _Be prayerful. Be humble. 

Toledo, Ohio. 


ft. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
THE DAISY. 


Daisy is “ the eye of day,”— 
Turning to the sun alway, 

’ Feasting on his warmth and light, 
This the daisy’s dear delight. 


When he rises in the east, 

On his smiles the daisies feast ; 
When he climbs the noontide skies, 
They rejoice with upward eyes. 
When he stoopeth to the west, 
They bend lowly'to be blest; 
When he sinketh out of sight, 
Closing eyelids say ‘ Good-night.” 
Like the daisy, may I be 

Always turning, Lord, to thee; 
When from sleep I daily rise, 
Seeking thee with opening eyes. 








In the noontide of my life, 
With delights and trials rife, 
Let me open all my heart, 
Let. thy radiance ne‘er depart. 


Beauty, fragrance, life divine, 
Dwell wherever thou dost shine ; 
Make me thus thy daisy-flower, 
Bright and beauteous every ‘hour. 


When my day of life is done, 
Glowing in the setting sun, 
Still, in hope, I’ll gaze on thee! 
Beam, O Saviour, beam on me! 


Hampstead Heath, London, England. 





FOX-TAIL. 
BY MARY E. BAMFORD, 
“ Hold him tight, Sid!” 
“I’m a holding, Dave!” 
The two-year-old colt, Rix, lay on the ground. Sid 
was holding tightly to the lasso, while Dave was trying 


AUNRE ie tinigiekendiad ha gat balee| 
 things,for your school in this line, you must rise higher 
yourself. 


If you must scold a little, wait | 


to put the points of a pair of small nippers into Rix’s 
right eye. Rix had objected very much, but Dave was 
determined ; he knew something was wrong with that eye. 
“There!” said Dave at last, holding up the nippers. 
“See? Fox-tail, just’s I thought. Got it in his eye.” 
Dave jumped up, holding the piece of fox-tail grass 
yet in the nippers. Sid relaxed the lass, and Rix rose 
slowly to his feet. The colt shut his eyes, and shook his. 
head, as if wondering whether the agonizing fox-tail was 
really out at last. 

“Poor fellow!” said Sid. 

“T knowed that was it,” asserted Dave. “I see some- 
ing: wen the matter with ‘Bis eye when he come in this 
noon.’ 

Rix, released, trotted away. 

“ Guess he’ll stay out of fox-tail after this,” said Sid. 

“T dunno,” said Dave. “Critters walk right into 
trouble with their eyes wide open. I’m goin’ to make 
bread now.” _ 

Sid followed into the shanty, and watched Dave stir 
together sour milk and soda for bread. The ranch was 
away in the hills, much too far from any town for visits 
from the baker’s wagon. The treeless hills were the 
ranging-place of cattle and- horses. Far away in the 
valley Sid could see the river-bed, It was dry now, but 
Dave said that if one dug down anywhere in the sand, 
one could find a current of water a few feet below the 
surface. Dave always knew things. Sid liked to make 
him talk. All this country was new to Sid. 

“Does your bread always rise?” he asked. 

“If it don’t, I give it to the chickens,” said Dave, 
putting in some more soda. “Tried yeast-cakes, but I 
couldn’t. fnake them work.” 

“Ts fox-tail grass much bother to folks ?” questioned 
Sid, seeing Rix from the door. 

“‘ Awful!” said Dave. ‘‘Gets in the hogs’ eyes, and 
the sheep’s, too. Sheep-men try to burn the fox-tail off 
the pasture land, and the fire runs into the farmers’ 
grain, lots of times. That’s what makes farmers hate 
sheep-men so. Folks down ’n the valley round up the 
hogs every June, to pick fox-tail out of thef eyes. If 
they didn’t, half'the hogs ’d go blind.” 

“*Round up’?” questioned Sid. 

“Drive ‘em together,” explained Dave. “ You'll see 
a round-up of my cattle?fore long. Got to go out and 
hunt the hills for ’em, and drive ’em away down to the 
railroad. The other men are going to do it on their 
ranches too. Takes about a day for us little cattle-men 
to round up, and then about two days more to drive 
them down to the railroad. Big cattle-men it takes 
longer.” 

“You like it?” asked Sid. 

Dave laughed. 

“Well ’nough,” he said. “We stop, you know, and 
have a good time on the road every little while.” 

“What do you do?” questioned Sid. 

“Oh! drink—some,” answered Dave. 

“ You don’t, though,—do/you?” asked Sid. 

“Oh! well—some,” said Dave slowly, as he poked the 
fire. ‘Have to drink with the other men, you know. 
They wouldn’t think I was friendly if I didn’t.” 

Sid looked troubled. Dave never used to drink when 
he worked for Sid’s father two or three years before, on 
the fruit-ranch up country. 

Dave’s bread was done. 
it, but Sid ate it. 

“The principal thing’s to get somethin’ to eat wien 
your ranchin’,” apologized Dave. 

About a week after this the round-up began. 

“You take Rix, Sid,” said Dave. “I'll take another 
horse, and we'll hunt the cattle up.” 

In and out of the gullies they rode, here and there 
through the hills. Late in the afternoon all the cattle 
that were to be shipped were together. The moon rose 
full and bright, making the hills almost as light as day. 
Sid and Dave stood by the shanty, looking back at the 
corral, where the cattle were. 

“We'll start early to-morrow mietuing, Sid,” said Dave. 
“Guess we'll meet some of the other ranchers on the 
road, most likely. You tired? Mustn’t let one day’s 
riding use you up. We'll be two days going down, and 
one coming back. We can ride nights some, maybe. 
It'll be pleasant.” 

Next night they werg part way down the hills, far 
enough so that they were leaving the bare portions be- 
hind, and entering the live-oak districts. Sid stood in 
the moonlight by an oak, and watched some of the men. 
They sat around a little fire, and played cards and drank. 
Out in the moonlight were other men, taking charge of 
the droves of cattle. Sid could see horns and heads, and 


There were yellow streaks in 





once in a while a man would come to the fire and drink 


and joke with the others. Dave came aftera time. He 
saw Sid with Rix by the tree. Sid had tied the horse 
there, * 

“ Come over to the fire, and get warm,” said Dave, : 

Sid went, One of the men held out a bottle to Dave, 
He took it, and drank. 

“Give some to the youngster,” said the man good- 
naturedly, “ He’s tired driving cattle, I reckon,” 

Dave looked at Sid, but Sid shook his head. 

“Too fine to drink with us cowboys?” asked the man 
by the fire. 

“Let him alone,” said Dave. 
drink if he don’t want to.” 

Sid went back to his tree. He put an old grey quilt 
around him, and lay down. Then he remembered. He 
rose again, and knelt in the dark by the tree-trunk, He 
asked God to keep the cattle from injuring anybody, and 
to keep the men and Dave from becoming very drunk. 
Sid was afraid. 

He lay down again. Once in a while he looked over 
toward the fire. Dave came to it sometimes, and always 
one or the other of the men offered him a bottle. Some- 
times Dave acted as if he were going to refuse; but the 
other men always joked, and then Dave drank. 

“ Why doesn’t he stay away from the fire if he doesn’t 
want to drink?” thought Sid. “Maybe he’s cold, I 
wonder if mather””— 

He went to sleep. 

Next day they drove the cattle again a long, lode way. 
At last they came toatown, There was the railroad, 
and there were the stock-cars. When the cattle were on 
board, Dave and Sid jumped on their horses. 

“Want to stay in town over night?” asked Dave 
“Like a little changé from the hills?” 

“ Let’s go and get somethin’ to eat,” said one of the 
other men, who rode up. “I want somethin’ different 
from ranch coekin’. Ain’t a first-class cook myself,” 

Sid was glad to eat bread that did not have yellow 
streaks in it. He was glad to have some meat, too. But, 
after eating, the other man said to Dave: 

“ Come take a drink.” 

They were on the sidewalk, untying their horses. Sid 
pulled Dave by the sleeve. 

“Don’t,” whispered Sid. 

Dave stopped and smiled. 

“Oome on!” said the other man. 

‘“T don’t get down to town only once in a while,” said 
Dave. - “ Never drink other times, Sid.” 

He went with the man. Sid waited. It seemed to him 
that he had to wait a long time. 

“Round-ups are-bad things for Dave,” thought he, 
“ Mother ’d be gorry.” 

There was a great noise from the saloon on the corner, 
Pretty soon Dave came out. He looked very white as he 
came to the place where the boy waited. Dave leaned 
against Rix, and groaned, 

“ What's the matter?” asked Sid, in alarm. 

“It’s my arm,” said Dave, growing whiter. “There 
was a fight—in that place—somehow. They knockell 
against me. I fell. One man fell on top of me, and 
my arm was sort of doubled up under me. It hurts 
—awful. I don’t know whether it’s sprained,—or 
broken,—or ”— 

They had to stay in town a week before they could go 
back to the ranch. When they went back, Dave had 
his arm in a sling. 

“It’s a good thing the twenty-three tons of hay are 
in,” said Sid. “ You couldn’t do much with that arm,” 

Dave did not say anything. 

Next Sunday night Sid sat in the door of the shanty 
on the ranch. He was singing to himself a little, 
“Safely through another week,” he hummed. His 
mother always sang that Sundays at home. Sid was a 
bit hemesick Sundays in the hills. 

Dave came and sat down by Sid, and looked out at the 
sunset and the dry river away down in the valley. Rix 
came trotting up near the shanty. 

“ He’s a smart colt,—ain’t he? * said Sid. “He hasn’t 
been bothered with fox-tail since that day you ’n’ I took 
that piece out of his eye. He’s kept his eyes away from 
the stuff, whether he’s meant to or not. Do you suppose 
he has as much sense as that?” 

“ Critters ain’t the only things that walk into trouble 
with their eyes open,” said Dave. “Tain’t goin’ to let 
Rix be smarter than I be. I’m a-goin’ to keep out ot 
trouble, too, Sid. I ain’t goin’ to drink no more, ever.” 

“ Not round-up times?” asked Sid. 

“ Not round-up times, nor no other times, if God will 
help me,” said Dave, soberly. 

“ He will,” said Sid. “Oh, I’m so glad!” 


“He ain’t going to 
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Ens: Oakland, Cal. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1891.] 











1. April 6.—Saved from Fami 2 Kings7 : 1-16 
2. April12,—The Good and Evil in Jeba 2 Kings 10 : 18-31 
8 April 1$—Jonah Sent to Nineveh Jonah 1 ; 1-17 
4. April 26,—Nineveh Brought to Repentance....................- Jonah 8: 1-10 
6. May 3.—Israel Often Reproved..... Amos 4: 4-13 


(Also, Ascension Lesson, Mark 16 : 14-20.) 


(Also, Whitsunday Lesson, John 16 : 7-20.) 


8. May 24.—Captivity of Israel 





poccesse 2 Kings 17 : 6-18 





9. May 31.—The Temple Repaired 


2 Chron, 24; 4-14 





10, June 7.— Hezekiah the Good KAinG.......cccccreorecreeceeereeree 2 Chron. 20 ; 1-11 
11. Jane 14.—The Book of the Law Found.....2 Chr. 34: 14-28 


12, June 21.—Captivity of Judab... 


18, June 28.—Review ; or, ‘Temperance ‘Lesson, Ten. 28 


sionary Lesson, Isa. 60 : 1-12, 


.2 Kings 25 : 1-12 
1-18; or, Mis- 





LESSON XI., SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 1891. 
. True: THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND. 


LESSON TEXT. 
_ Chron, $4: 14-28, Memory verses : 14-16.) 


Bait 


- 


|, COMMON VERSION, 
14 { And when they brought out 
money that was brought into 
’ the house of the Lip, Hil-ki’ah 
‘the priest found a book of the law 
- of the Lorp given by MO’ses, 
+16 And Hil-ki’ah answered and 
to Sha’/phan thescribe, I have 
found the book of the law in the 
houfeofthe Lorp. And Hil-ki’ah 
' Aelivered the book to Sha’phan. 
And S8ha’phan carried the 
tothe king, and brought the 
king word back again, saying, All 
that was committed to thy ser- 
yants; they do i. 
we | And they have gathered to- 
the money that,was found 
tn the house of the Lorp, and 
have delivered it into the hand 
the overseers, and to the hand 
the workmen. 
18 Then §hi’phan the scribe 
told the king,saying, Hil-kVah the 
hath given meabook. And 


read it before the king. | 


19 And it came to pass, when 

AR fea had heard the words of 
the law, that he rent his clothes. 
te 20 And the king commanded 
ah, and A-hi’kam the son 

Sha’phan, and Ab’don the son 
of Micah, and Shié’phan the 
goribe, and A-sil’iah a servant of 
the king’s, saying, 

21 Go, inquire of the Lorp for 
me, and for them that are left in 
Ie’ra-el and in J0’dah, concerning 
the words of the book that is 
found: for great isthe wrath of the 
Lorp that is poured out upon us, 
because our fathers have not kept 
the word of the Lorp, to do after 
aji that is written in this book. 

And Hil-ki’ab, and they that 
the king had appointed, went to 
‘Hil‘dah the prophetess, the wife of 
Shal’‘lum the son of Tik’vath, the 
fon of His’rah, keeper of the 
wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Je- 
fu‘sa-lém in the college;) and 
they spake to her to that effect, 

28 ¢ And she answered them, 
Thus saith the Lorp God of Is’ra- 
el; Tell ye the man that sent you 
to me, 

24 Thus saith the Lorn, Behold, 
I will bring evil upon this place, 
‘and upon the inhabitants thereof, 
éven all the curses that are written 
in the book which they have read 
before the king of Ja’dah; 

25 Because they have forsaken 
me, and have burned incense un- 
to other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all the 
works of their hands; therefore 
my wrath shall be poured out 
‘upon this place, cnd shall wot be 
quenched. 

26 And asfor the king of J0’dah, 
who sent you to inquire of the 
LorD, so shall ye say unto him, 
Thussaith the Lorp God of Is’ra-el 
concerning ti.a words which thou 
hast heard ; 

27 Because thine heart was tefi- 
der, and thon didst humble thy- 
self before God, when thou heard- 
est his words against this place, 
and against the inhabitants there- 
of, and humbledst thyself before 
mie, and didst rend thy clothes, 


1 Heb. 
fe son of Micaiah 
Har..as. * Web. 


the hand of, ® 


REVISED VERSION. 
14 And when they brought out 
the money thdét was brought 
intothe house of the Lorp, Hil- 
kiah the priest found the book 
of the law of the Lorp ‘given 
15 by Moses. And Hilkiah an- 
swered and said to Shaphan 
the scribe, I have found the 
book of the law in the house 
ofthe Lorp.. And Hilkiah de- 
livefed the book to Shaphan. 
16 And Shaphan carried the book 
to the king, and moreover 
brought the king word again, 
saying, All that was committed 
to thy servants, they do it. 
17 And they have *emptied out 
the money that was found in 
the house of the Lorn, and 
have delivered it into the hand 
of the overseers, and into the 
18 hand of the workmen. And 
Shaphan the scribe told the 
king, saying, Hilkiah the priest 
hath delivered meabook. And 
Shaphan read therein before 
19 the king. And it came to pass, 
when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent 
20 his clothes, And the king 
commanded Hilkiah, and Ahi- 
kam the son of Shaphan, and 
*Abdon the son of Micah, and 
Shaphan the seribe,and Asaiah 
21 the king’s servant, saying, Go 
ye, inquire of the Lorp for me, 
and for them that are left in 
Israel and in Judah, concern- 
ing the words of the book that 
is found: for great is the wrath 
of the Lorp that is poured out 
upon us, because our fathers 
have not kept the word of the 
LorD, to do according unto all 
22 that is written in this book. So 
Hilkiah, and they whom the 
king had commanded, went to 
Huldah the prophetess, the 
wife of Shallum the son of 
*Tokhath, the son of 5 Hasrah, 
keeper of the wardrobe; (now 
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the 
*second quarter;) and they 
spake to her to that effect. 
23 And she said unto them, Thus 
saith the Lorp, the God of Is- 
rael: Tell ye the man that sent 
24 you unto me, Thus saith the 
Lorp, Behold, I will bring evil 
upon this place, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof, even all 
the curses that are written in 
the book which they haye read 
% before the king of Judah : be- 
cause they have forsaken me, 
and have burned incense unto 
other gods, that they _migift 
provoke me to anger with all 
the works of their hands; 
therefore is my wrath poured 
out upon this place, and it shall 
26 not be quenched, But untothe 
king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the Lorn, thus shall 
ye say to him, Thus saith the 
Lorp, the God of. Israel: As 
touching the words which thou 
27 hast heard, because thine 
heart was tender, and thou 
didst humble thyself before 
God, when thou heardest his 





Or, poured 
. tind Kings xxii. M, Tikvah, $1 
Mishneh, 


words against this place, and 


out *In2 wy ae. 12, Achbor 





heard thée also, saith the Lorp. 
28 Behold, I will gather thee to 
thy fathers, and thou shalt be e 
gathered to thy grave in peace,| I also have he saith 
neither shal) thine eyes see all the | 28 the Lorp. Behold, I will gath- 


evil that I will bring upon this| er theeto thy fathers, and thou 
place, and upon the inhabitants; shalt be gathered to thy grave 
ofthe same. So they brought the in. peace, neither shall thine 

eyes see all the eyil that I will 


king word again. 
' bring upon this place, and upon 
the inhabitants thereof. And 
they brought the king word 
again. 

The American Revisers would substitute “ thy” for ‘‘thine” in verse 
27, and “ Jeboyeh” for ‘the LogD” throughout. 








LESSON ‘PLAN. 
Topic OF THE QUARTER: Sinning and Serving. 


Gotpen Text FOR THE QUARTER: Godliness is profitable 
unto all things.—1 Tim. 4: 8. 


Lesson Topic: Seeking God's Guidance. 


1, Searching the Scriptures, vs. 14-18. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. Impressed by the Scriptures, vs. 19- 
3. Taught of the Lord, vs. 22-28. 


Gotpen Text: The law of thy mouth is better untome than 
thousands of gold and silver,—Psa, 119 : 72. 


Dar_y Home Reaprnes: 

M.—2 Chron, 34: 14-28. Seeking God’s guidance. 
¥.—2 Chron, 33: 1-25. Evil times in Judah. 
W.—2 Chron. 84: 1-13. Josiah’s good days. 

T.—2 Chron, 34 : 29-83. Renewing the covenant. 
F.—2 Chron. 35: 1-19. A memorable passover. 
$.—2 Chron. 35 : 20-27, Josiah’s last days. 
$.—Psa. 27: 1-14. Guided by the Lord. 


oo 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. 


1. The Book of the Law: 

The book of the law of the Lord given by Moses (14). 

His statutes which are written in this book of the law (Deut. 30 : 10). 
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy a jem. 1:8). 
It is written in the book of the law of Moses (Josh. 8 

All things that are written in the book of the law Gal. 3: 10). 


il. The Scriptures Circulated : 
Shaphan carried the book to the king (16). 
bag oy delivered the book to Shaphan, and he read it (2 Kings 


8). 
oe that it be read also in the church of tha fepecigeane (Col, 4: 16). 
Ye also read the epistle from Laodicea (Col. 4 : 16), 
I eA eees exh. . that this epistle he read unto all the brethren 


Mm. The Scriptures Read 
Shaphan read therein before the king (18). 


He read therein . . . from early morning until midday (Neh. 8 : 3). 
bi read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people (Neh, 


1). 

Seek ye out see book of the Lord, we read (Isa, 34 : 16). 

a entered . . into the synagogue, .., and stood up to read (Luke 
: 16). 

: “The priest found the book of the law of the Lord given by 
Moses.’ The book (1) Revealing the Lord ; (2) Given by Moses ; 
{3) Lost by the people; (4) Found by the priest. 

2.“ All that was committed to thy oe they do it.” (1) 
Faithful workers; (2) Finished work ; (3) Complete re 

8. “Shaphan read therein before the king. ” (1) ) Phe book: (2) The 
reader ; (3) The hearer. 


Il, IMPRESSED BY THE SCRIPTURES, 


1. Overwhelmed with Grief: 
When the king had heard the words, .. . he rent his clothes (19). 
Jacob rent his garments, . .. and mourned for hisson (Gen, 87 ; 34). 
He rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! (Judg. 11 ; 85. ) 
Rend your clothes, .. . and mourn before Abner (2 Sam. 8: $1). 
Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth (Esther 4 : 1). 
Ul. Driven to Prayer : 
Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for them (21). 
Call upon me in the day of trouble (Psa. 50 : 15). 
Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee (Psa. 81 : 7). 
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble (Psa. 107 : 6). 
Then Jonah prayed . ... out of the fish's belly (Jonah 2 : 1). 
ill. Led to Geuteasien : 

Our fathers have not kept the word a the Lord (21). 
Our fathers have not —-r unto. _ book (2 Kings 22 : 13). 
Our fathers have trespassed (2 Chron, 29 
We have sinned with our ers (Psa. 108 . 

We have sinned, .. . we and our fathers (Jer. 3: 25). 
1, “ When the king had heard the words of the law, ... he rent 
his — (1) God speaking; (2) Man hearing; (3) Grief 


2. “Go ve . orn of the Lord for me; and for them.’’ 1) Di . 
help 2) Divine help implored.—({1) The ; (2) 
ay (3) The 


tercessors. 
3. “Great is the wrath of the Lord. 
people; (2) The angry God. 


Ill, TAUGHT OF THE. LORD. 


. pon us.”’ (1) The guilty 


1. Warning: 

Behold, I will bring evil upon this place (24). 
In the day that thou eatest thereof thon shalt surely die (Gen. 2 : 17). 
hao Nil toucheth the mount shall be gurely put to death (Exod. 


Then ia I visit their “ - | with the rod (Psa. 89 : 32). 

os maw thou, that. ill bring thee into Judgment (Eccl. 
9). 

Ht. Comforting : 


Because thine heart was tender, ... I also have heard thee (27), 


So the Lord pitieth them that fear him (Psa. 108 : 13). 

Though I have thee, I will afflict ee pe more (Nahum 1 : 12). 
They shall be mine, saith the Lord (Mal. 3 

I come again, and will receive you unto take f (John 14 : 8). 


I. Foretelling : . 

Thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace (28). 
And Abraham . .. was gathered to his le (Gen. 2 : 8). 
Aaron shall be gat unto his and shall die there (Num. 


20 : 26). 
Neither shall thine eyes see all the 7S (2 ri = 20). 
So shall we ever be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4 : 





2 Kings xxii. l4, 


2. Eine 







e, is) rT. Atos tas =) 1am 
shiper ; (2) The 


saith the Lord. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
GOD’s GUIDANCE, 
Sought (Psa. $1 :8; 1 Thess. $ : 11). 


Enjoyed (Exod. 15 : 18 ; Psa. 78 : 52). 

For the meek (Psa, 25:9; John 10 : 4). 
Secures. tion (Isa. 49 : 10 ; Rev. 7 :17). 
Secures peace (Psa. 23: 1,2; Luke 1 : 79). 
Reveals truth (John 16 ; 18; 1 John 2 : 27), 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING Events.—The completion,of the renovation 
of the temple was fittingly celebrated. The. passover, after 


dom being invited -to participate. Whether this was before 
or after the capture of Samaria is uncertain, After this s 
thorough destruction of the places of idolatrous worship was 
begun. Hezekiah was successful in his wars with the Philis- 
tines, and refused to pay tribute to Assyria, . But in.the four- 
teenth year of his reign Sennacherib invaded Judah, and 
Hezekiah paid a heavy fine. At this date Sargon was king 
of Assyria, and there probably was an invasion by Seunacherib 
t a later time, when the Assyrian army was destroyed, by 
supernatural means, according to the biblical accounts. That 
the expedition failed is plain from other accounts. Héfekiah 
was taken sick.and healed, in accordance with a miraculous 
sign. After this an embassy from Babylon led him to exhibit 
pride, for which judgment was pronounced. by Isaiah, who 
predicted the captivity in Babylon. Thechronology of there 
events is uncertain. It seems probable, however, that the 
invasion by Sennacherib, after he became king, was in conse- 
quence of this alliance of Hezekiah with Babylon. 

The character of Manasseh, the son and successor of Heze- 
kiah, forms a sharp contrast to that of his father, He restored 
idolatrous worship, even in the courts of the temple, and was 
guilty of great cruelty. Being captured and imprisoned in 
Babylon, he repented, and, after restoration to his kingdom, 
instituted a partial reform. Amon, his. son, was murdered 
after a brief reign of two years; but his murderers were slain, 
and Josiah, his son, placed upon the throne when only eight 
years of age. His piety began to show itself in the eighth 
year of his reign, and four years afterwards he began to destroy 
the idolatrous. worship. In the eighteenth year he made 
preparations to repair the temple, similar to those of Joash. 
During this work, apparently at its beginning, the incidents 
of the lesson took place. 

Piaces.—The temple proper, probably in the most holy 
place, since the aot alone found the book. Josephus 
says in the “treasury.” Then at the residence of the king, 
and lastly at the house of Huldah, in the “ second quarter” 
(Rev. Ver.), probably the suburb of the city, on the north- 
west, enclosed by the new wall built by Manasseh (2 Chron. 
33: 14). 

Trmx.—According to the usual chronology, the eighteenth 
year of Josiah was B. C. 624, but others give a year or two 
later. 

Prrsons.—Josiah the pious king ; ; Hilkiah the high-priest, 
who was an¢estor of Ezra (Ezra 7: 1); Shaphan the scribe, 
probably the secretary, or minister, of the king; Ahikam, his 
son; Abdon, the son of Micah, called, in 2 Kings, “ Achbor 
the son of Micaiah ;” Asaiah, called by. the same name in 
2 Kings, though the Authorized Version makes a slight dif- 
ference ; Huldah, a prophetess, the wife of Shallum, who was 
the keeper of the wardrobe,—whether royal or priestly is not 
stated. 

Incrpents,—The finding of “the book of the law of the 
Lord given -by Moses,” by Hilkiah; the report to Shaphan; 
the carrying of the book to the king, who rends his clothes 
when it is read to him. The sending of the chief men to 
inquire of the Lord; the visit to Huldah; her message of 
judgment on the nation, but of consolation to King Josiah. 

PARALLEL PassaGE,—2 Kings 22 : 8-20. 





CRITICAL, NOTES. 
PY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


The reign of Manasseh has the same evil prominence in 
Judah as that of Ahab in Israel, “He did that which was 
evil in the sight of Jehovah, like unto the abominations of 
the heathen, whom Jehovah had cast out before the children 
of Israel” (2 Chron. 33: 2). He not only restored the wor- 
ship of high places, and the idolatry of Baal and Astarte, and 
the adoration of the host of heaven, and the‘horrid rites in 
which children were sacrificed, but built his idolatrous altars 
in the courts of the temple, and set up a carved image in the 
temple itself, and “shed innocent blood very much, till he 
had filled Jerusalem from one end to another” (2 Kings 23 : 
16),—doubtless the blood of the true servants of the Lord, 





1. “Tell ye the man that sent you unto mie.” gore (1) From God; 


who refused compliance with his ungodly measures, The 
results of this long reign of fifty-five years were most disas- 






long neglect, was again kept, the people of the northern king- - 
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tion of the state of things exhibited 
during the reform that was undertaken by the pious King 
Josiah. 

Verse 14.—And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the house of Jehovah: This refers to the contribu- 
tions of the people, which were bronght to the temple, and 
were used for the repair of the building (2 Chron. 34 : 9, 10), 
which had been desecrated and damaged during the ungodly 
reigns which preceded. The measures for procuring the 
necessary funds, and the mode of expending them, were simi- 
lar to those adopted in the like exigency in the reign of 
Joash (2 Chron. 24).—Hilkiah the priest: He is called “the 
priest” by way of eminence, as he was the high-priest. 
His descent from Aaron is traced (1 Chron. 6: 3-13). #e is 
to be distinguished from another priest of the same name but 
of inferior grade, who was the father of the prophet Jere- 
miah (Jer. 1: 1)—Found the book of the law of Jehovah: Not 
“a book,” as in the Authorized Version. It was found, as 
appears from verse 15, in the temple, where it had long lain 
neglected and disregarded. When Moses finished writing 
- the law, he placed it in charge of the Levites, who were en- 
trusted with the care of the ark (Deut. 31 : 24-26), directing 
them ¢o put it by the side of the ark. It was thus sacredly 

preserved in the sanctuary, and was to be read to the assem- 
bled people at the feast of tabernacles, every seventh year 
(Deut. 31 :°10, 11). . Its discovery at this time, when the 
work of repair was going forward, shows that it had been lost 
from sight. Possibly, es some suppose, it had been secreted 
during the jdolatrous reign of Manasseh, to protect it from 
violence and injury, and the place where it had been de- 
posited was forgotten.—Given by Moses: Literally, as in the 
margin, “ By the hand of Moses.” This expression does not 
necessarily denote, as some have been disposed to explain it, 
the very autograph of the great legi-lator. “ By the hand of” 
simply means that the law was given by the instrumentality 
of Moses (Lev. 8 : 36). The allegation of a certain class of 
critics, that this was a law recently drawn up in the interest 
of a particular party, and imposed upon the king as the pro- 
duction of Moses, is directly at variance with the explicit 
statement here made; and it would, moreover, be impossible 
to explain how a forged body of Jaws, with novel enactments, 
at variance with the interests of powerful classes, could have 
been successfully palmed upon the people as long-exirting 
and authoritative statutes, and none have detected the cheat. 

Versés 15, 16.—Hilkiah told Shaphan the scribe of his 
discovery, and Shaphan took the book to the king. He first 
makes his report respecting the repairs ofthe temple, which 
he and others had been charged to oversee (2 Chron. 34 : 8). 
—All that was committed to thy servants, they do it: Literally, 

"They are doing it.” 

Verse 17.—He further makes report respecting the money 
which the people had paid in at the temple for this purpose. 
They had taken charge of it, and passed it on to the overseers, 
who had paid it out to the workmen. 

Verse 18.—Having thus completed his statement regarding 
the business entrusted to him, he proceeds to Hilkiah’s dis- 
eovery.—And Shaphan the scribe toll the king, saying, Hilkiah 
the priest hath delivered me a book: Shaphan had himself read 
it (2 Kings 22: 8), so that he was acquainted with its con- 
tents; and he was doubtless informed of the circumstances 
connected with its being found. These particulars he no 
doubt afterwards communicated to the king, after his interest 
had been excited by the first general mention of the volume. 
— And Shaphan read therein before the king: He read portions 
from the book,—such, doubtless, as were appropriate to the 
present state of affairs, including Leviticus 26 or Deuteronomy 
28, in which the divine judgments are recited in detail, which 
would be visited upon the people in case of their disobedience 
(see v. 21). “ae 

Verse 19.—And it came to pass, when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes: This was in token of 
deep emotion, of grief and alarm. He recognized that this 
was no chance book which had been found, but that it was 
“the law,”—God's authoritative revelation. The language 
of the law was imperative; that it had been grossly trans- 
gressed was obvious; the judgments threatened were awful; 
and the king was filled with dismay and apprehension. It 
has sometimes been inferred, from the excitement which this 
volume produced in the mind of the king, that he had never 
heard of it before, and that its contents were altogether new 
and unsuspected. But this surely does not follow. A book 
accidentally picked up, of whose existence he had no previous 
knowledge, and which had no claim upon his credence or his 
obedience, would have made no such impression. It was 
because he recognized it as the law of God, which the people 
were bound to obey, which their fathers should have obeyed, 
but had transgressed (v. 21), that he was so disturbed. The 
reforms which he had instituted years before (2 Chron. 34: 
3, 4) imply his knowledge of its requirements, with which he 
sought to comply. And no donbt he had at least some 
general knowledge of the penalties which the law denounced 
upon those who openly violated it. But now, when these 


saiees wont i Yu their dir detail he realized their 
awfulness as never before. 

Verse 20.—And the king commanded Hilkiah : The high- 
priest before spoken of.—And Ahikam the son of Shaphan : 
He is mentioned in Jeremiah 26 : 24 as an influential friend of 
Jeremiah, who interfered successfully on his behalf at a criti- 
cal period, when the life of the prophet was in danger; and 
as the father of Gedaliah, who was made governor over the 
cities of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar after the capture of Jeru- 
salem (Jer. 40 : 5), and who continued tovbeftiend Jeremiah 
as Ahikam himself had done.—And Abdon the son of Micah: 
Called Achbor the son of Micaiah in 2 Kings 22: 12—And 
Shaphan the scribe: Probably a different person from the father 
of Ahikam.—And Asaiah the king’s servant: Of whom nothing 
further is known. 

Verse 21.—Go ye, inquire of Jehovah for me: Ascertain the 

will of the Lord by consulting one of his prophets.—And for 
them that are left in Israel: The northern kingdom of Israel 
had been overthrown and the people carried into captivity 
long before, in the sixth year of King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18: 
10,11). Ouly a remnant remained (2 Chron. 34: 6, 9).— 
And in Judah: They, too, had spffered greatly from ‘ As- 
syrians and from other nations (2 Chron. 28 : 16-20; 
2 Kings 18 : 13).—COoncerning the words of the book that is found: 
They were not deputed, as has sometimes been represented, 
to learn whether the book found in the temple was genuine 
and was possessed of divine authority. No doubt is expressed 
upon that point. The only question was whether God’s 
sparing mercy was now exhausted, and the threatenings 
which they had read were to be executed without longer 
delay.— For great is the wrath of Jehovah that is poured out upon 
us: The declarations of the law combined with the calami- 
ties which they had already experienced to convince them 
of the.greatness of the divine displeasure, which had already 
begun to be visited upon them, and which, it was to be appre- 
hended, would bring upon them still severer. inflictions.— 
Because our fathers have not kept the word of Jehovah; The sins 
of former generations and their own constituted an ever- 
increasing amount of guilt, which was calling down the divine 
judgment upon the nation (Matt. 23 : 34, 35).—To do accord- 
ing unto all that is written inthis book: What is written in this 
book is here identified with the word of the Lord, and the 
word which had been possessed, though not obeyed, by their 
fathers. 

Verse 22.—So Hilkiah, and they whom the king had commanded : 
The deputation whose names are given in full in verse 20.— 

Went to Huldah the prophetess : She is only known from. this 
passage and the corresponding statement in 2 Kings 22: 14. 


venerable perhaps from age, and well known as one through 
whom God made known his will. The question naturally 
suggests itself, and has often been asked, why they did not go 
to Jeremiah, who had entered upon his prophetic work five 
years before (Jer. 1:2). No answer can be given, because 
we have no information on the subject. It is highly probable 
that there were many to whom divine revelations were made, 
and who were resorted to as inspired: and authoritative ex- 
pounders of the will of Goll in their own age, whose names 
have not been preserved to us, and yet were as eminent. in 
their own day as organs of the Holy Spirit as any others. 
Miriam, the sister of Moses (Exod. 15: 20), and Deborah 
(Judg. 4: 4), are also called prophetesses, as well as Anna in 
the New Testament (Luke 2: 36), and the daughters of Philip, 
who prophesied (Acts 21 : 8, 9).—The wife of Shallum the son 
of Tokhath (or, in 2 Kings 22: 14, Tikvah], thé son of Hasrah 
(or Harhas): Errors of transcription are particularly liable 
to arise in unfamiliar proper names.— Keeper of the wurdrobe : 
Either in the palace or in charge of the priestly vestments 
belonging to the temple.— Now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the 
second quarter: The second ward or lower division of the city. 
Not “the college,” as in the Authorized Version. 

Verse 23.—And she said wnto them, Thus saith Jehovah, the 
God of Israel: Wheat she utters is here claimed as the very 
language of Jehovah. She sends, in effect, two. messages 
first (vs. 24, 25), a declaration that the threatenings of the 
law shall be strictly fulfilled ; second, a special promise to the 
king that this shall not take place during his life (vs. 26-28). 

Verse 24.— Behold, I will bring evil upon this place: That is, 
Jerusalem. God is said to do that which he effects through 
the instrumentality of men. It was the Chaldeans under 
Nebuchadnezzar who were to accomplish the overthrow of 
Jerusalem; but in so doing they were inflicting God’s just 
judgment upon the guilty city.—Zven all the curses that are 
written in the book : There is special reference to Leviticus 26: 
14 sqq., and Deuteronomy 28 : 15 gq. 

Verse 25.—The reason why these dreadful woes shall come 
upon Jerusalem and its inhabitants is because they have been 
guilty of the crime of crimes,—forsaking the true God and 
giving their worship to others.. God’s holy displeasure must 
consequently be visited upon them, and their doom is irre- 
vocable and inevitable. 

Verses 26-28.—But while the city and the people shall 
suffer deserved punishment in their obduracy, impenitence, 
and persistént iniquity, a gracious message is sent specially 





to the king, The words read from the book of the law are 


4 seen before in Judah. 


But it is evident that she must have been in high repute; 


here.affirmed by Jehovah, the God of Israel, to be his word 
And inasmuch as the king had listened to them with a tender 
and contrite heart, and had humbled himself before God, and 
had manifested the deepest penitence and grief, the Lord 
assures him that he should not be involved in these dire 
calamities, which should be withheld during his life.-— Behold, 
Iwill gather thee to thy fathers : This phrase in Scripture never 
refers to the mere burial of the body in the ancestral sepulcher, 
but to the entrance into the unseen world of spirits.—And 
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace: Josiah was mortally 
wounded in battle, in which he had unadvisedly engaged 
with Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt (2 Chron: 35: 28, 24); 
but there is no variance between that and the prediction here 
made, the meaning of which simply is that he should die 
before the threatened judgments came apes Jerusalem, 
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THE LESSON STORY. 


BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


Josiah, the last of the kings of David's line who reflected 
honor on his pedigree, was the son of Amon,—a name strongly 
suggesting that his father, Manasseh, a fanatical heathen for 
most of his life, had called him after the famous Egyptian God 
of Thebes, though this may be only a fancy, as other “ Amons” 
are found in the Bible (1 Kings 22:26; Neh.7: 59). Thesuspi- ~ 
cion is natural, however, for even Manasseh was not a more 
zealous patron of the foreign idols he had introduced then his 
son showed himeelf. The Egyptian faction in Jerusalem, 
which sought to break with Assyria and look for help to the 
Nile, had gained the upper hand, in spite of the great prophet 
Isaiah, in the later years of Hezekiah, and had retained it 
during the whole fifty-five years of Manasseh’s reign and the 
two years of that of Amon, who was murdered in his palace 
at the age of twenty-four. 

The zeal of Hezekiah for Jehovah was thus a distant tras 
dition of the past when Josiah came to the throne, in B.C, 
640, a child eight years old. His grandfather had been only 
twelve at his accession, his father twenty-two, and now again — 
a long minority threatened danger to the little state. Manas- 
seh had destroyed, as far as he could, all traces of Hezekiah’s 
reforms, restoring the worship of idols on the high places, 
introducing afresh the worship of Baal, Moloch, and Astarte, 
and extending the Babylonian star worship beyond anything 
Heathen idols filled, not only the 
outer, but also the inner, forecourt of the teniple, and an 
Astarte image was set up even in the holy building itself (2 
Kings 21 : 2-7; 2 Chron. 33: 3-7). The counsels of heathen 
soothsayets and workers in magic, which did not trouble the 
conscience, were substituted for those of the prophets. Like 
a cup full to the lip, Jerusalem, as it were, ran over with 
the blood of Jehovah worshipers, including, apparently, even 
Isaiah, the persecution continuing until the old religion 
seemed to have perished. The tribute promised to Assyria 
having been withheld, the land was twice invaded from Nin- 
eveh, and the king himself carried off to Babylon, then under 
Assyria ; but, after a time, he was allowed to return, dying at 
last in the Holy City, his last years having been spent, more 
or less, in efforts to undo, in some measure, the evil of his 
former life, 

Unhappily, Amon, his son, instead of carrying out such 
reforms, let the heathen party have its way again, so that all 
the abuses of idolatry which had prevailed in the worst times 
of his father once more flourished. Was it through a grow- 
ing public resentment at this return to a system under which 
the land had been so terribly visited by God, with two inva- 
sions by Assyria, that the unfortunate young king was so soon 
murdered? 

Whatever the cause of his father’s death, Josiah was wise 
enough to sympathize with the kindling opposition to foreign 
gods, who had brought such calamities on the country, 
Married at the age of thirteen, he was al<o precociously 
mature in his mind and decided in his resolutions, The past 
told him of the prosperity of kings like Hezekiah, Uzziah, 
Jehoash, and Jehoshaphat, who had been faithful to Jehovah, 
and thus pointed out the secret of national well-being. 

His first open step toward the restoration @f the national 
faith was necessarily delayed till the eighth year of his reign, 
when he was in his sixteenth year. He then felt himself able 
to set about a thorough extirpation of all traces of the idolatry 
which had disfigured Jerusalem and the country at large 
more or less since Solomon’s time, but especially since the 
days of Ahaz and Manasseh. The altars and “ pillars” of the 
native or Tyrian Baal and Astarte worship, the temples of 
the Moabite and Ammonite gods and of Moloch, the altars 
dedicated to the Babylonian star worship, the cells in the 
temple courts used as homes by the foreign women dedicated 
to the unchaste service of the various idols, were destroyed, 
and everything connected with household idolatry or heathen 
sorcery swept away as far as possible. The sacred places of 
the idols were permanently desecrated by strewing on them 
the ashes of human bones, the tombs of the idol priests being 
emptied to supply the ghastly “ uncleanness,” 

The restoration of the temple worship followed, in the 





eighteenth year of the king’s reign (B.C. 623). The temple 






































































































had boen repaired avout a hundred and fifty years before, but 


| the evil times of Manasseh and Amon had left it to fall into 


disrepair. The high-priest Hilkiah was therefore solemnly 


ae commissioned to take in hand the renovation of the whole 


structure, where needed ; and this he forthwith set about with 
notable energy. Every part of the sacred buildings and ac- 
Cessories was duly examined ; and, among athers, one chamber 
in which a very momentous discovery rewarded the thotough- 
ness of the operations. 

“ When they brought out the money,” we are told, “ that 
was brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest 
found a book of the law of the Lord given by Moses,” What 
this precious roll contained is not easily determined. That it 
could have been read through in so short a time as is implied 
in various passages (2 Kings 22: 8, 10; 23: 2) seems to pre- 
clude the idea that it embraced all the five books of the Pen- 
tatench. It was, nowever, identical with parts, at least, of 
the books of Moses; for it had both ritual laws and the great 
utterance of blessings and curses found in the closing chapters 
of Deuteronomy (Deut. 28 ff.; 2 Kings 22:13,16 ff; 2 Chron. 
$4; 24 f.; 85: 6,12); the public mind being henceforth so 
deeply impressed with these as to show their influence on 
both the language and the thought of the kingdom from that 
time. There aré abundant grounds, nevertheless, for reject- 
ing the theory broached in these last years, that it was simply 
our Deuteronomy, written then by no one knows whom, and 
produced opportunely, as a treasure dating from the time of 
Moses, The Hebrew of that book abounds in archaisms 
enough to show that it was no pious fraud contrived for the 
occasion, but a veritable legacy from the same antiquity as 
marks the rest of the Pentateuch, Indeed, the arbitrary 


: division of each of the five books into fragments, alleged to 


be of the most opposite age, makes it impossible to accept the 
ideas of extreme critics as to any portion. 

Deeply moved ‘xy hearing this sacred oracle, Josiah sent it 
to.a prophetess, Huldah, then of high reputation, to ask coun- 
se! respecting the bearing of its blessings and curses on the 
living generation, but got from her very little consolation; 
the wrath of God, as threatened on disobedience, being de- 
clared imminent on Judah and Jerusalem, “ Behold,” said 
she, in the name of Jehovah, “God will bring evil on this 


\ place and its inhabitants, even all the curses written in the 


book, because they have forsaken him.” The only mitiga- 
tion of this terrible prospect was a declaration that the king 
himself would be gathered to his fathers and to his grave in 
peace; that is, before the ruin of the country. He was 
destined to fali in battle, but Judah survived his death for 
about twenty years, so that he was spared from seeing “ all 
the evil that God would bring on Jerusalem and its inhab- 
tants.” Personally, he would perish by a violent death 
brought about by himself; but he would pass away ignorant 
of what was before his people, and thus at peace in his mind 
as their king. 

Harsh though the announcement of the prophetess proved, 
Josiah was too sincere in his desire to reform the nation to 
be turned from his efforts to do so by the dark outlook. He 
was an enthusiast for what we now call Judaism; nor is it 
too much to date the rise of that passionate devotion to the 
law, in its ritual details, which the exiles brought bar’ from 
their captivity in Babylon, to the impulse of the g - iy and 
exact Josiah. Fourteen years after the finding of the lew he 
Jay dead of a wound received at the battle of Megiddo, which 
was fought, to keep faith with Assyria, against Egypt, which 
he hated. 

A striking illustration of the thoroughness with which 
Josiah had removed all traces of idolatry from the land is 
geen in the entire absence of such stove monuments as dol- 
mens, cromlechs, and the like, connected with heathenism 
from the west side of the Jordan, though they abound to 
the east of it. 


Tulbothuret, Bournemouth, England, 





JOSIAH AND THE NEWLY FOUND LAW. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


About one hundred vears separated Hezekiah’s restoration 
from Josiah’s., Neither was more than a momentary arrest 
of the strong tide running in the opposite direction ; and 
Josiah’s was too near the edge of the cataract to last, or to 
avert the plunge. There is nothing more tragical than the 
working of the law which often sets the children’s teeth on 


* edge by reason of the fathers’ eating of sour grapes. 


1, The first point in this lesson is the discovery of the book 
of the law. It is not my task in this article to discuss the 
popular theory that this ~ book” was Deuteronomy, and that 
the finders were the authors. The enormous difficulties 
attending on the supposition that such an introduction of 
such a document at suo an epoch could have been success- 
ful, and the equally enormous difficulty of saving tfe charac- 
ter of its contrivers, whatever allowance may be made for the 
diversities of literary conscience in different epochs, may well 
make us pause before admitting that Jeremiah and the group 
of devout men and women around him were “liars for God.” 
Bat I must leave that question in abler hands. 

The book had been lost defore it was found. For how long 


wo do: tebe Si the fact that it had been so 
keyit is eloquent of the indifference of priests and kings, its 
appointed guardians. Law-breakers have a direct interest 
in getting rid of law-books, just as shop-keepers who use short 
yardsticks and light weights are not anxious the standards 
should be easily accessible. If we do not make God’s law our 
guide, we shall wish to put it out of sight, that it may not be 
our accuser. What more sad or certain sign of evil ean there 
be than that we had rather not “hear what God the Lord 
will speak ” ? , 

The straightforward story of out lesson gives a most natural 
explanation of the find. Hilkiah was likely to have had dark 
corners cleared out in preparation for repairs and in storing 
the subscriptions, and many a mislaid thing would turn up. 
If it be possible that the book of the law should have been 
neglected (and the religious corruption of the last hundred 
years makes that only too certain), its discovery in some dusty 
recess is very intelligible, and would not have been doubted 
but for the exigencies of a theory. ‘‘ Reading between the 


lines” is fascinating, but-risky; for the reader is very likely 


unconsciously to do what. Hilkiah is said to have done, 
namely, to invent what he thinks he finds. 

Ace®pting the narrative as it stands, we may see in it a 
striking instance of the indestructibleness of God's word. His 
law is imperishable, and its written embodiment seems as if 
it, too, had a charmed life. When we consider the perils 
attending the transmission of ancient.m nuscripte, the neces- 
sary scarcity of cépies before the invention of printing, the 
scatfering of the Jewish people, it does appear as if a Divine 
hand had guarded the venerable book. How came this 
strange people, who never kept their law, to swim through 
all their troubles, like Cesar with his commentaries between 
his teeth, bearing, aloft and dry, the Word which they obeyed 
so badly? “ Write it... in a book, thatit may be for the time 
to come for ever and ever.’ The permanence of the written 
word, the providence that has watched over it, the romantic 
history of its preservation through ages of neglect, and the 
imperishable gift to the world of an objective standard of 
duty, remaining the same from age to age, are all suggested 
by this reappearance of the forgotten law. 

It may suggest, too, that honest efforts after reformation 
are usually rewarded by clearer knowledge of God’s will. If 
Hilkiah had not been busy in setting wrong things right, he 
would not have found the book in its dark hiding-place. We 
are told that the coincidence of the discovery at the nick of 
time is suspicious, So it is, if you do not believe in Provi- 
dence. If you do, the coincidence is but one instance of his 
sending gifts of the right sort at the right moment. It is not 
‘the first time nor the last that the attempt to keep God's law 
has led to larger knowledge of the law. It is not the first 
time nor the last that God has sent to his faithful servants an 
opportune gift. What the world calls accidental coincidence 
deeper wisdom discerns to be the téuch of God’s hand. 

Again, the discovery reminds us that the true basis of all 
religious reform is the Word of God. Josiah had begun to 
restore the temple, but he did not know how great the task 
was which he had taken in hand till he heard the law read. 
That recovered book gave impulse and direction to his efforts, 
The nearest parallel is the re-discovery of the Bible in the 
sixteenth century, or, if we may take one incident as a symbol 
of the whole, Luther's finding the dusty Latin Bible among 
the neglected convent books. The only reformation of an 
effete or secularized church is its return to the Bible. Faded 
flowers will lift up their-+heads when plunged in water. The 
old Bible, discovered and applied anew, must underlie all real 
renovation of dead or moribund Christianity. 

2. Thé next point here is the effect of the soltdionetel 
law. Shaphan was closely connected with Josiah, as his office 
made him a confidant. It isordinarily taken for granted that 
he and the other persons named in this lesson formed a little 
knot of earnest Jehovah worshipers, fully sympathizing with 
the Reformation, and that among them lay the authorship of 
the book. But we know nothing about them except what is 
told here and in the parallelin Kings. One of them, Ahikam, 
was a friend and protector of Jeremiah, and Shaphan the 
scribe was the father of another of Jeremiah’s friends, They 
may all have been in accord with the king, or they may not. 

At all events, Shaphan took it to Josiah. We can picture 
the scene,—the deepening awe of both men as the whole extent 
of the nation’s departure from God became clearer and clearer, 
the tremulous tones of the reader, and the silent, fixed atien- 
tion of the listener as the solemn threatenings came from 
Shaphan’s reluctant, pallid lips) There was enough in them 
to touch a harder heart than Josiah’s, We cannot suppose 
that, knowing the history of the past, and being sufficiently 
enlightened to “ seek after the God of David his father,” he 
did not know in a general way that sin meant sorrow, and 
national disobedience national death, But we all have the 
faculty of blunting the cutting edge of truth, especially if it 
has been familiar, so that some novelty in the manner of its 
presentation, or even its repetition without novelty some- 
times, may turn commonplace and impotent truth into a 
mighty instrament to shake and melt, 





So it seems to have been with Josiah. Whether new or 
old, the Word found him as it had never done before. The 






venerable copy from which Shaphan read, the ce 
cab racy Ge arabe 
all have helped the impression. However it came, it did 
honest with himeelf, it will bring him to his knees. No man 
rightly uses God’s law who is not convinced by it of his sin, 
and impelled to that self-abased sorrow of which the rent 
royal robes were the passionate expression. Josiah was wise 
‘when he did not turn his thoughts to other people’s sins, but 
began with his own, even whilst he included others. The 
first function of the law is to arouse the knowledge of sin, as 
Paul profoundly teaches, Without that penitent knowledge 
religion is superficial, and reformation merely external. Un- 
less we “abhor ourselves,“and repent in dust and ashes,” 
Scripture has not done its w6rk on us, dnd all our reading of 
it is in vain. Nor is-there any good reason why familiarity 
with it should weaken its power. But alas! it too often 
does. How many of us would stand in awe of God's judg- 
ments, if we heard them for the first time, but listen to them 
unmoved, as to thunder without lightning, merely because 
we know them so well! That is a reason for attending to 
them, not for neglecting. 

Josiah’s sense of sin led him to Jong for a further word 


from God; and so he called these attendants named in verse - 


20, and sent them to “inquire of the Lord... concerning the 
words of the book.” What more did he wish to know ?+ The 
words were plain enough, and their application to Israel and 
him indubitable, Clearly, he could only wish to know whether 
there wag.any possibility of averting the judgnients, and, if 
so, what was to be done, The awakened consciénce instine- 
tively feels that threatenings cannot be God’s last word to it, 
but must have been given that they might not need to be 
fulfilled. We do not rightly sorrow for sin unless it quickens 
in us a desire for a word from God to tell us how to escape. 
The law prepares for the gospel, and is incomplete without 
it. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” cannot be all which 
a God of pityyand love has tosay. A faint promise of life 
lies in the very fact of threatening death, faint indeed, but 
sufficient to awaken earnest desire for yet another word from 
the Lord. We rightly use the solemn revelations of God’s 
law when we are driven by them to cry, What must I do to 
be saved? 

3. So we come to the last point, the double-edged message 
of the prophetess. Josiah does not seem to have told his 
messengers where to go; but they knew, and went straight to 
a very unlikely person, the wife of an obscure man, only known 
as his father’s son. Where was Jeremiah of Anathoth? Per- 
haps not in the city atthetime. There had been prophetésses 
in Israel before, Miriam, Deborah, the wife of Isaiah, are 
instances of “ your daughters” prophesying; and this embassy 
to Huldah is in full accord with the high position which 
woman held in that state, of which the framework was shaped 
by God himself. In Christ Jesus “there is neither male nor 
female,” and Judaism approximated much more closely to 
that ideal than other lands did. 

Huldah’s message has two parts: one the confirmation of 
the threatenings of the law; one the assurance to Josiah of 
acceptance of his repentance and gracious promise of escape 
from the coming storm. These two are precisely equivalent 
to the double aspect of the gospel, which completes the law, 
endorsing its senténce and pointing the way of escape. 

Note that the former part addresses Josiah as “the man 
that sent you,” but the latter names him. The embassy had 
probably not disclosed his name, and Huldsh at first .keeps 
up the veil, since the personality of the sender had nothing 
to do with her answer; but when she comes to speak of par- 
don and God’s favor, there must be no vagueness in the des- 
tination of the message, and the penitent heart must be ten- 
derly bound up by a word from God straight to itself. The 
threatenings are general, but each single soul that is sorry 
for sin may take as its very own the promise of forgiveness. 
God’s great “ whosoever” is for me as certainly as if my name 
stood on the page. 

The terrible message of the inevitableness of the destruc- 
tion hanging over Jerusalem is precisely parallel with the 
burden of all Jeremiah’s teaching,. It was too late to avert 
the fall. The external judgments must come now, for the 
emphasis of the prophecy is in’ its last words, it “shall not 
be quenched.” But that did not mean that repentance was 
too late to alter the whole character gf the punishment, 
which would be fatherly chastisement if meekly accepted. 
So, too, Jeremiah taught, when he exhorted submission to the 
“Chaldees.” It is never too late to seek mercy, though it 
may be too late to hope for averting the ae conse- 
quences of sin. 

As for Josiah, his penitence was accepted, and he was 
assured that he would be gathered to his fathers. That ex- 
pression, as is clear from the places where it occurs, is not a 
synonym for either death or burial, from both of which it is 
distinguished, but is a dim promise of being united, beyond 
the grave, with the fathers, who, in some one conditidn, 
which we may call a place, are gathered into a restful com- 
pany, and wander no more as pilgrims and sojourners in this 
lonely and changeful life. 





Josish died in ‘battle, Was that going to his grave ia 


come, Ifa man will give God’s word a fair hearing, and be - 
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: of all idols (2 Chron. 34 : 8), 











Sea Aidhaacailoiey goons Mapes Ha'who thee'dies; though ls 
be in the thick of battle, and with his heart’s blood pouring 
from an arrow-wound down on the floor of the chariot, dies 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 
FINDING THE LOST LAW OF GOD, 


Hezekiah inthe fifteen extra years added to his life begat 
Manasseh, the wickedest king in the Bible. He was suc- 
by his son Amon, quite like him, and he by the good 
Josiah, when he was as yet but eight years old. When he was 
sixteen “he began to seek after the God of David bis father,” 
and four years later he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem 
What a glory it is to have a 
really converted king! The young kaiser said to his soldiers, 
but yesterday, they should take an oath of allegiance to 
Christ their Saviour. 

The great event of Josiah’s reign was finding the book of 
the law of God by Moses, Is it any wonder that former kings 
and people had to depend on living oe for their know]l- 
edge of God’s law ? 

There are great discoveries for any earnest reader of God’s 
word, Their reading brought astonishment at its threats 
against current practices, practices so thoroughly intrenched 
in perverted hearts that all Josiah could do could not wholly 
avert their consequgnces, He made heroic endeavors to stay 
the downward tide. He held immense gatherings for Bible 
reading (2 Chron. 34: 30); covenant with God was renewed 
(v. 81). He took away abominations (v. 33). But he only 
made an eddy inthe stream. Four bad kings followed, and, as 
Jeremiah said, “the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so.” 
Then came the end, and Judah was a perished nation. 

Bat the finding of the law was a great good. The rediscov- 
ery of the Word of God is always a reformation. Take Huss, 
Luther, and Wesley in proof. It brought promise to the king, 
and to all of like tenderness of heart peace and salvation. It 
stayed the execution of those threats for many years. Itstirred 
all loyal souls to make supreme efforts for the salvation of 
others. Thousands upon thousands were saved. Our Bible- 
schools ought to make it so live in the hearts that it can 
never be lost. 


University Park, Colo, 
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ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of the Lord 
(v.14). Hilkiah doesn’t seem to have missed the bock while 
it was yet unfound. Apparently he had been going on in 
his work without it, as if it were not a necessity. Yet all 
the while it was close at hand in the house of the Lord 
where he ministered. Hilkiah wasn’t the last religious 
teacher who tried to do his work without the book of God’s 
Jaw to guide him. There are preachers whose sermons show 
no special study of the Bible, and but slight acquaintance 
with its teachings. Even when great theological questions 
come up for discussion, they are more inclined to tell what 
they think about them, than what the Bible declares. And 
there ate Sunday-school teachers who try almost any method 
of interesting their scholars rather than by leading them in 
Bible study. They are constantly on the lookout for some 
“good story” to tell the children, or some “good book” to 
read to them. Whoever has the work of a minister of the 
Lord, in pulpit, in Sunday-school, or in the family, had better 
turn for his guidance to “ the book of the law of the Lord;” 
and if it isn’t at hand, he had better hynt in the Lord’s house 
until he finds it. 

And Hilkiah delivered the book* to Shaphan (v.15). That 
was right. The book had been lost sight of quite long 
enough, Now that Hilkiah had found it, it was his duty to 
let some one else know about it. Shaphan needed its truths 
quite-as much as Hilkiah, and was as fairly entitled to them. 
Whoever has knowledge of the Bible ought to make that 
knowledge serviceable to others, There are none too many 
at present proclaiming the truths of the Bible. If you know 
of anybody who hasn’t the Bible, give himacopy. If you 
read: a chapter which impresses you, let somebody else know 
of it. Tell Bible stories to the children at home, Teach 
Bible lessons to children in Sunday-school. Apply Bible 
teachings to every-day life among youg friends and business 
acquaintances. The book of the law of the Lord onght to be 
found in the house of the Lord; but its truths ought fot to be 
shat upthere, Have you he'ped Shaphan to know about the 
Bible? If not, whom have you helped in this direction? 

And Shaphan carried the book to the king (v.16). Pass it 
along. It will never get above its proper sphere. The king 
is neither too great nor too wise to be the gainer by Bible 
study. That book was never meant for children only, al- 
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It is not for the common people merely. Whoever is lower 
than the Lord himself can profit by the study of the book of 
the law of the Lord. 

And Shaphan read therein before the king (v. 18). A Bible 
is of no use unless somebody reads it. Bible distribution is a 
very good thing, but Bible reading is better. A closed Bible 
on the parlor table is of no more practical value as a means 
of salvation than a horseshoe nailed over the front door is 
effective in keeping out witches. Among the important reli- 
gious statistics which are gathered from time to time in 
various communities, it is more important to know how 
many families read the Bible, or hear it read, than how many 
families have it on hand. Here isthe value of Bible readers 
to go from house to house reading the book to those who 
would not read it for themselves. Here is the advantage of 
Sunday-school missionaries, gathering the people, old and 
young, into places of Bible reading and Bible study. Here 
is the profit of reading the Bible at family worship and in 
the pulpit, and anywhere and everywhere where hearers are 
to be found. “ Belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ.” ‘ 

And the king commanded, ... Go ye, inquire of the Lérd for 
me... concerning the words of the book (vs. 20,21). Rending 
his garments didn’t satisfy the king. He wanted to finda 
way out from under the curse of those sins which the law 
had disclosed to him. It is never enough for a sinner to feel 
the force of his sins., He ought to seek escape from them. 
What if there is a great deal of weeping when a funeral ser- 
mon is preached? Whatif the whole congregation is in tears 
when a minister tells with unusual power of sin and its conse- 
quences? Whatif the children of one class or of all the 
school cry as if their hearts would break at the earnest words 
of teacher or superintendent? If there is no inquiring of the 
Lord for salvation at such a time, the only result of all this 
weeping or rending of clothing is to harden the hearts of those 
having a part in it, and to render them less likely to be again 
disturbed by a similar disclosure of sin. For this reason there 
is a gain from an “inquiry-meeting ” after a pungent sermon 
or a stirring talk. It is a dangerous thing to let people, young 
or old, shed tears, or tear their clothing, over their sins, and 
stop with that demonstration. 

And they... went to Huldah the prophetess (v.22), What- 
ever differences of opinion there may be as to the relative 
positions of the sexes, it must be admitted that a woman who 
is well informed in God's truth is greatly superior to a man 
who isn’t. There are godly wives of irreligious rulers and 
stntesmen who ought to be inquired of by their husbands con- 
cerning the things of the kingdom of God. There are great 
men, according to the world’s standard, who to-day would do 
well to go back to their Bible-loving mothers, and learn of 
them the best of all lessons. Women versed in the Scriptures 
are in many churches competent to instruct their pastors in a 
knowledgeof the most precious truths of God’s word. And 
it is ne of the great advantages of the Sunday-school that it 
gives to these women the opportunity of doing a glorious 
work for the Lord and his people. Take courage, Huldah! 
You shall yet have a chance to teach the king and the priest 
in the things which they need to know. Those who are to 
be rulers in church and state are possibly already under your 
instruction,—in your home or in your class, 

Thus saith the Lord,.., As touching the words which thou hast 
heard, becuse thine Leure was tender, and thou didst humble thy- 
self before God, when thou heardest his words, ... I also have heard 
thee, saith the Lord (vs. 26,27). It is not the amount of Bible 
knowledge that. a man has, but the use he makes of it, that 
measures his power as a Bible student and teacher. It were 
better to know one choice precept of the Bible, and to live it 
out before God and man, than to know all the words of the 
Bible, and to know all that can be known about the Bible, 
without evidencing a love for the Bible, and an understand- 
ing of its teachings in one’s being and doing. In proportion 
as a Bible student shows his heed of God’s word as the word 
of God, does God show his heed of that man as a charge and 
a representative of God. 


Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A, F. SOHAUFFLER, D.D. 


Call attention, first, to the fact that two centuries have 
passed away since Joash repaired the temple. Since his 
reign there were kings who had neglected that building, and 
it had fallen into sad repair.’ So, when Josiah had carried 
out other needed measures of reform, he set about repairing 
the temple. As his officers were executing the king’s com- 
mand, and taking the money out of the vaults, the high- 
priest found an old copy of the law. There were no printing- 
presses in those days, and the copies of the law were in 
mauuscript form, and so very scarce. This will in part 
account for the fact that Josiah had never seen 4 copy before. 
Probably Manasseh and Amon had taken care to neglect the 
law, which condemned their evil deeds. 





though they can get » great deal of good out of it. Their 


When Josiah heard the law read, he was filled with horror, 
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was that in Deuteronomy 28 : 15-68. Among the denuncia-. 
tions there written were the following: “If thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe todo 
all his commandments, ... all theve curses shall come upon 
thee, and dvertake thee: Cursed shalt thou be in the city, 
and cursed shalt thou be in the field. Cursed shall be thy 
basket and thy store. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, 
and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy sheep, Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest 
in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. ... In the 
morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at 
even thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! for the 
fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.” Well might sucli 
curses as these cause Josiah to tremble. 

Now, was not this king a godly man? Certainly, be had 
lived up to the light that he had quite sincerely. Why, 
then, did he rend his garments? Because he now for the 
first time realized how bitterly God was opposed to idolatry, 


not the king seen all this before? Because he had depended 
on mere tradition for his information, and those who had 
taught him had so long been accustomed to idolatry that they 
had become quite lenient toward its evils, Familiarity with 
the sins of the day had somewhat blunted their moral sensi- 
bilities, so that idolatry did not look to them as black as 
God’s Word painted it. 

If, now, any one wants to find out how black a thing sin is, 
let hjm not depend on the judgment of his fellow-men; for 
that is warped by continual contact with evil, Let him 
rather study the Scriptures, and in them he will find how 
acoursed a thing sin is in the sight of God. Many men, for 
example, think that a lie is excusable. But God’s law says, 
“All liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone.” Many church-members think that they 
are all right, while they yet fail to govern their tongues by 
the law of charity. Yet if they will search the Word, they 
will find that God says, “If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, ... this man’s religion is 
vain” (Jas. 1: 26). Thus the law of God sheds light on the 
moral character of our actions, and that so plainly that many 
people do not really care to know what it says; for they 
know that it will condemn their practice. Any man who 
will honestly search the Word will find that there is only 
‘one thing in all the world that God hates; and that is sin, 
This he will not tolerate, but will severely punish, unless 
men do as Josiah did, and truly repent, and strive to do 
better, 

In Josiah’s day the Bible had been lost. What a strange 
thing if all the Bibles in the world should be lost this week! 
How we should begin to hunt for them! And if they could 
not be found, how the printing-presses of the whole land 
would get to work to print others!. We should at once try, 
from the memory of al] who knew anything about that Book, 
to reproduce it, (How much ceuld you, teacher, help on this 
reproduction of the Word?) Many people, who now never 
read their Bibles, would be much alarmed were such a 
great loss as this to come on the world, And yet, as far as 


more use to them than if they were all lost. Why? Because 
they never read them. You might just as well have no 
Bible, as have one and not read it. An unread Bible is a lost 
Bible. Is your Bible a lost Bible, or not? 

Bat, again, had Josiah read the book of the law, and then 
not obeyed it, would it have been of any use to him? Cer- 
tainly not. But it would have served to increase his respon- 
sibility. In the same way, if we read our Bibles, or study 
them in the Sunday-school, and yet refuse to obey them, they 
are of no use to us. We might as well have no’ Bibles at all. 
They then only serve to increase our fearful responsibility, 
because, if we still go on in sin, we are sinning against more 
light, and therefore our punishment will be all the more 
severe. 

Let the teacher now go on still farther with his clas, I 
presume that, after this experience with the lost book, Josiah 
took good care that such a sad thing should not occur again. 
They put the book where it would be well guarded. This was 
right. Now, what is the very safest place in which to put 
this blessed book, so that it shall not be lost? David tells us 
that. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart,” hesays, “that I 
might not sin against thee.” Yes, the heart is the best place 
in which to hide the word of God. Then it makes but little 
difference how we are sityated; for no man can take away 
the word of God from us. Enemies might burn every copy 
of the Bible in the world, but it would not touch that part 
that was hidden in our hearts. That is what this Sunday- 
school is for. Let the teacher show the elass that this hiding 
of the truth of God in the inmost heart is the only way in 
which the Word will really do us any good. Have the 
scholars in this class done thus by the Word, or is it still to 
them practically lost Bible? 





for he saw now, for the first time, how awful were God's 
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law. Probably the chief passage that thus aroused the king — 


and how severely he had threatened to punish it, Why had , 


such non-readers are concerned, their Bibles are now of no’ 
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“HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


iis hthis hitachi Ving Ot Taba? Hezekiah 
‘had a bad son named Manasseh; when he was twelve years 
old, bis good fathez died, and he-wns made king: What did 
_ Hezekiah do in the sight of the Lord? did “ evil 
jm the sight of the Lord.” What did Hezekiah destroy? 
Manasseh built up egain the high places and altars and images 
for Baalim, more than his father had destroyed; and made 
the people of Judah and Jerusalem “do worse than the 
- heathen.” The people who would not worship idols were 
‘eruelly mnurdere2. But Manasseh. was punished ; for when 
_. he was old he was carried away a prisoner, bound with chains 
and dragged off like a beast. In prison he prayed to God, 
and he had pity, and brought him back to Jerusalem. Manas- 
seh repented and was forgiven when he was no longer young; 
but could he then undo the work of a wicked life?’ Is it safe 
to put off repentance until old age? Manasseh had a wicked 
son, so wicked that when he had been king for two years the 
"people rose up and killed him in his own house, and then 
they made the little son of that wicked man their king. (Put 
on the board an outline of an open roll, on it Josiah’s name, 
and, as you proceed, the periods in his history.) 
~ Josiah: Eight Years Old.—He was eight years old, this 
Chila of a wicked father and grandfather, when he became a 
King. Was he old enough to know the meaning of sin? We 
yead three things aboot him while he was king: (1) He 
did that which was right in thé eyes of the Lord; (2) he 
walked in the ways of David his father; (3) he turned not 
séide to the right hazd or to the left. Asaboy he knew what 
Was right; he knew who had set a good example, and he was 
not to be coaxed or led one way or another, if it was not the 
right way. We must suppose that he had a good mother. 
Do you think his wicked father chose the name for the 
little boy,—for “Josiah” means “Jehovah will support”? 
Perhaps it was the boy’s mother,who taught him of David, 
who said that the man is blessed who-will not walk with the 
ungodly, or stand in the way of sinners, or sit with those who 
despise wisdom. 

Sizteen Years Old.—This is what we read of him when he 
had been king eight years: “ While he was yet young, he 
began to seek after the God of David his father.” How old 
was hethen? He had known of the Lord before, had been 
an obedient child, but as he grew older he wanted to love and 
serve God better than ever, to choose him to be his guide and 
help, his own loving Father, to teach him how to rule over 
the people and help them to worship God. Does not every 
Christian child want to lead others to trust in Christ too? 

Twenty Years Old.—Then Josiah began to do more active 
work for God. Since Hezekiah’s time, groves and hill-tops 
were again filled with idols and images, altars and high 
places. Josiah had them all destroyed, he stood by and saw 
them break down the altars for Baalim, the sun-images were 
hewn down, graven and molten images he ordered broken 
and made into dust, which was strewn upon the graves of 
those who had sacrificed to them. When he had destroyed 
all the altars, idols, and sun-images throughout all the land 

. of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem (Rev. Ver.). 

Twenty-six Years Old.—Then Josiah prepared to have bet- 
ter worship for God. How did Joash in his day raise money 
to cleanse and repair the temple? Josiah called for money 
from the people of Jerusalem and from all the tribes in all 
the land: They gave it to carpenters and builders to buy 

“hewn stone and timber, «ad to make beams, and put in order 
the houses which the kings of Judah had destroyed. 
© A Treasure Found.—As they cleaned the temple they found, 
hidden away somewhere, a long roll or case, and in it a roll 
of writing. If a careless hand, long before; had thrown it 
aside, or if a wicked hand had hidden it under a pile of old 
rubbish or stones, God nad kept watch of the hidden treasure. 
The high-priest said to the king’s scribe, “I have found the 
book of the law in the house of the Lord.” Then the.scribe, 
the king’s clerk, took the book, and went to King Josiah, gave 
® report of the money and the work, and then said, “ Hilkiah 
the priest hath given me a book.” (Explain the ancient form 
of a book, in a roll, written upon skin or cloth, to be un- 
rolled at either end, as the reader might choose.) 

The Book Read.—The scribe read the book aloud to the 
king. What could have been the reason that, as the king 
listened, he wept and tore his garments in great sorrow? 
What book was it? He heard the words of the law which 
God had given to Moses; promises to those who kept the law, 
and punishments upon those who did not keep the word of 
the Lord to do all that is written. What had kings and peo- 
ple been doing? Had they broken thelaw? Had they cared 
for the book which wag lost? Had it been so forgotten that 
no one searched to find it?- What do we call that book now? 

Praying for Wisdom.—Josiah was in real sorrow for the 
sins of his people; he sent for a prophet of God to ask help 
for the people left in Israel and Judah ‘They went to a good 

_ woman, a prophet in Jerusalem, and she sent the king the 
answer God gave for him. 

God’s Word is Sure—Josiah knew it was written that if 
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other lands. Fearful things were written; the prophet’s 
message proved that God would do as he had said,—“My 
wrath shall be poured out.” é: 

God is Merciful.—A kind message was sent to‘Josiah, “I 
have heard thee,” saith the Lord, “because thine heart was 
tender.” God knew every tear, knew that Josiah’s sorrow 
was true, his grief sincere. He was to be saved from the dis- 
tress coming to his nation after his lifetime; he should go 
to the grave in peace, and his eyes should not see the evil 
which would surely come in after years. 

Josiah’s Work.—He tried to save his people from the sins 
of their fathers. He had a great Bible-reading, and called 
priests and “people great and small” (he did not forget the 
children) to”e¢ome and hear the words of the law; then he 
made a covenant for them all to obey the law. He kept up 
the worship in the temple, and ordered the celebration of a 
great passover. He gave offerings for the children of the 
people, thousands and, thousands given from the king’s flocks 
and from the princes’. A great and joyful passover. was kept 
with true worship, singing; and gladness, So the good king 
reigned for thirty-one years, When he was killed in battle, 
all Judah and Jerusalem mourned, prophets and singers 
lamented, and the people grieved while they talked of all his 
goodness, In how many ways is the boy-king an example for 
the. children now? If he so prized the book of the laws of 
Moses, how should we value the Bible with its complete Old 
and New Testaments? ; 

How did the one who wrote our golden text value the book ? 
Is it so with you? 
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Humble yourselves {n the sight of the Lord, 
and he shall exalt you. 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS, + 


“ Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 
* He leadeth me.” 

** Oh, how I love thy holy law.” ; 
** How precious id the book divine,” 

“ Cling to the Bible.” 

* Hold thou my hand.” 

“ Lead, kjndly Light.” 

“ Jesus, Saviour, pilot me,” 








QRIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D. D., LL. D., F. B.S., 
Canon or DURHAM. 

Tue Fiypinc or THE Law.—The book of the law, 
called in Hebrew éérah, is aterm sometimes applied to the 
whole Pentateuch, and sometimes to Deuteronomy alone. 
The Book of Deuteronomy was required to be written out by 
each king, after his accession (Deut. 17; 18), from the copy 
in the hands of the priests;, and to the latest period the whole 
of this book was read before the assembled people every 
seventh year, at the feast of tabernacles, It is very possible 
that the tirah now found was Deuteronomy in a separate 
form. But in ages and lands where books are scarce, man’s 
textual memory is far more exercised than among ourselves. 
Many who perhaps could not even read, learned the whole 
Pentateuch by heart. I have met many an illiterate Arab 
who could repeat, word for word, a great part, perhaps even 
the whole, of the Koran. The Samaritan priests tepeat now 
the whole of the books of Moses from memory. The rabbis 
used to boast that, if every copy of the Talmud were destroyed, 
their disciples could reproduce it without a single mistake. 

DELIGHT mn THE ScripruREs.—Dr. Geikie quotes an 
old Jewish legend, which we may adduce, on this topic. 
Satan learned that God had given earth a law in which 
the wisdom of heaven was hidden, and which should de- 
stroy the kingdom of darkness. He swiftly came to this 
world, and asked the earth where it was. Earth answered, 
“The Lord knows the ways of his wisdom; I know them 
not.” He asked the sea; but its depths said, “It is not in 





they should not keep the law and worship God, they should, 


me.” He asked the kingdom of the dedd, They replied, 












“We have heard ‘the report of i " 
through the heathen world t chert dnea ash roan 
ing to be an angel of light, offered to be his disciple. “Mun. 


| of God,” said he, “who possesest the wisdom of Jehovah, - 


and has hidden the secrets of the universe in thy law”— 
“Silence!” cried Moses. “The law is Jehovah's, not mine. 
With him is wisdom and understanding, counsel and might. 
As for man, the fear of Jehovah, that is wisdom, and to depart 
from evil is understanding.” Satan, ashamed, fell back, and 
the angels of God came and ministered to Moses, They 
tanght him, and he taught them. God answered from the 
cloud, “Keep ye the law of Moses my servant. Because he . 
was humble, and gave me the glory, I have crowned him with 
giory for ever.” 





The College, Durham; Pngland. ? 
QUESTION HINTS. 


BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS. + 
FOR THE TEACHER. 


For review, the superintendent’s questions of last week 
may bs used. 

Preliminary.— W hat. kings, and what length of time, inter-, 
vene between Hezekiah and Josiah? (2 Chron, 32: 33; 33: 
1, 20, 21.)) What is the story of these reigns? How far did 
Josiah's religious influence extend? (2 Chron. 34 :6,7.) Who 
were the prophets of Josiah’s reign? (Jer. 1:2; Zeph.1:1; 
2 Kings 22:14.) Who also probably prophesied. then? (Hab. 
1:1.) “What influences must have surrounded Josiah’s boy- 
hood? At What age was he made king? (2 Chron. 34 : 1.) 
What greater blessing came to him eight years later? (2 Chron, 
84:3.) What, for six years, was the fruit of this blessing? 
(2 Chron, 34 : 3-7; 2 Kings 23 : 3-20.) How did the young 
prince hnild on this destruction? (2Chron, 34; 8-13; 2 Kings 
22 : 3-7.) 

14, Who were “they”? (2 Chron. 34: 8) What was Hil- 
kiah’s rank? (2 Chron. 34:9.) What great man was amcng 
hisdescendants? (Ezra7:1.) What was the form of the book? 
(Jer. 36:2.) What change in the Revised Version shows that 
this book of the law was probably the whole Pentateuch, and 
not Deuteronomy merely? Where should the book of the law 
have been kept ? (Deut. 31:26.) Why was it lost? (Psa. 107: 
11.) What hiding alone will preserve it? (Psa, 119 / 11.) 

15. How, when we discover the Bible, may we keep it to 
ourselves? How pass the blessing on? 

16. To what does “brought the word” refer? (2 Chron. 
34:8.) How, in spite of our weakness, may we make such 
report of ourselves? (1 Cor. 15: 10; 2 Tim. 4: 7.) 

17. How, and for what purpose, was this money collected ? 
(2 Chron. 34: 9.) In what sense is the order of Shaphan’s 
report—work first, then: book—the true order? 

18, How did the scribe know what portions to read? (2 
Kings 22: 8.) What is the lesson here for Christian workers ? 
What passages may he have read? (2 Chron. 34: 24; Deut. 
17 : 19; 28 to 30; Lev. 26.) 

19. Why i is it dangerous to receive God’s word from another 
merely, not reading or hearing the book itself? Why did 
such a pions king rend his clothes at such words? (1 Pet. 4: 
17-19.) When was a similar scene? (Neh. 8: 9-12.) When 
does the reading of the Bible arouse emotion? 

20. What is known of Ahikam? (Jer. 26:24; 40: 5.) 
What is noteworthy in the make-up of the embassy ? 

21. Where would have been the blunder if he had inquired, 
instead, of his wisest human advisers? To what do the words 
“them that are left” refer? (2 Kings 17: 6.). Why “upon 
us,” because “our fathers” have sinned? (Exod. 20: 5, 6.) 
What relation does this law bear to the Christian? (Matt.7: 
12; 5:17; Luke 16: 16, 17; John 6; 32.) 

22. Why did they not go to Jeremiah or Zephaniah ? 
Why would Huldah be well known to them? What. other 
instances of female prophets are recorded? (Exod. 15 : 20; 
Judg. 4:4; Luke 2536; Acts 21: 9.) . What alone deter- 
mines to whom the spirit ‘of prophecy shall come? (Joel ?: 
28, 29.) ‘What “wardrobe” may be meant? (Ezek. 42: 14.) 
What “second quarter” may be meant? (2 Chron. 33: 14) 

23. What should determine how much ceremony we may 
use with civil superiors? (Matt. 22:21; Rom. 2: 11.), 

24, In what sense only does God “bring evil”? (Ezra 9 : 
13-15.) - Why did not the king’s conversjon save his people? 

25. What, in modern life, is “incense unto other gods” ? 
(Matt. 13: 22.) Where does Huldah’s prophecy imply that 
the Jews would not repent ? 

26. What is our highest assurance that God never loses 
sight of individuals in masses? (Matt. 10 : 28-31.) 

27. Why does God desire humility in us? (Prov. 16 : 18, 
19; Isa.58:7.) How iea tender heart an tvidence of strength? 

28. In what way did Josiah die? (2 Chron. 35 :,20-27.) 
How was this “in peace”? (Isa. 57: 1,2; John 14: 27.) 
How did Josiah try to save as many as possible of his people? 
(2 Chron, 34 : 29. to 35: 19.) What would you think of him 
if he had been satisfied with his own salvation? 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT, | 





1. How old was Josish whea he began to serve God? 
2. What things made it hard for him to do so? 3. What 
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of the law found? 5. Why did the king rend his clothes 
when it was read to him? 6. To whom did he send to learn 
the fate of his people? 7, What was Huldab’s answer about 
the people? 8. About theking? 9. What does the golden 
text say about the blessedness of the Bible? 10, But what 
will it be to us if we disobey it? 
Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 





s LESSON SUMMARY. 

~ It is when we are doing most for God that we receive most 
fromGod; and at such a time we are sure to gain far more 
than we give. It was when the leaders of Israel were carry- 
ing their gifts into the house of the Lord that they found a 
message from the Lord, which was as new td them as if it 
had never been seen before. So it is with all the people of 
God, when they arouse themselves to new effort in the Lord’s 
‘ cause, they receive fresh communications from the Lord, and 
they are enabled to realize anew how desolate they are with- 
out God’s presence and guidance, and how rich a blessing is 

in store for them if they are ready to make it their own. 


There are hidden treasures of truth in God’s word for us: 


each and all. The Bible may have been close by us all our 
lives, and yet as a lost book because of our failure to look to 
it as the source of wisdom and life. If we rouse ourselves to 

. & sense of the contents of the Book of books, we shall tremble 
in the thought of our peril as sinners. But if we seek light 
from,the Lord in view of our danger and needs, we shall have 
assurances of mercy and love, and promises of Rony beyond 
our deserts or desires. 

All have an interest in the teachings of God’s word. Rulers 
and religious leaders and people of every class. And to all 
there are messages of warning and of comfort. But if we 
would gain new light from the Bible, we must go to it with 
a new sense of its value and of our ignorance of its choicest 
truths. A-revival of religious activity ought to bring about 
a revival of Bible know!edge and study, gnd a revival of trust 
in the Lord as our loving Saviour and guide, As it was of 
old, so it should be in our day. 


ADDED POINTS. 


Giving to the Lord is sure to be a getting from the Lord. 
He who goes to the Lord’s house with a full hand shall not 
come away empty-handed. 

The book of the Lord is in the Lord’s house. He who goes 
tg that bouse with a new interest in it is likely to have: anew 
interest in that book. 

When we realize the application of Bible teachings to our- 
selves, we are sure to realize our peril as sitters. And until 
we have this sense of danger, we are not likely to seek pro- 
tection from danger. 

If our fathers did evil, we are liable to suffer for it. Bat 
if we turn away from the sins of our fathers, we are doing 
what we can to avert the consequences of their transgressions 

Evil courses bring evil results; but God will help us in our 
efforts to meet those results, and to have triumph over them. 

Tt is the spirit in which we turn to God for a blessing that 
settles the question of our gain from such turning. His answer 
of peace is in proportion to our spirit of love and humility 
and trust. 

Not the tears we shed, but the spirit that prompts the tears, 
commends us to God as we weep over our sins and seek for- 
giveness and acceptance. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


a on 
NEW BIOGRAPHIES AND HISTORIES* 


The “general reader,” according to a recent clever 
remark of The Publishers’ Weekly, represents a species 
“now nearly extinct.” Specialism has so invaded the 
fields and corners of investigation that generalization is 
neglected by too many authors, readers, teachers, and 
investigators. Limited or specialized series of books 
multiply, under aliaost every sort of title, while the 
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individualized analysis still farther. Thus, in the few 

new books now to be mentioned, one finds represented 
the Great Captains series, the World’s Great Explorers 
and Explorations Series, Epochs of American History, 

Historic Towns, atid Heathendom and Christendom. 

Similar libraries abound elsewhere under like names, 

all with the common advantage that they promote inves- 
tigation, stimulate interest, and successfully put upon 
the market, as parts of well-known and generally useful 
series, particular volumes that would lack, buyers if 
issued singly. Their disadvantage, of course, lies in the 
multiplication of some essentially superfluous studies, 
and the concealment of the broad view by the interposi- 
tion of the near figure or object. On the whole, the gain 
surpasses the injury; but readers should not forget that 
Gibbons, Bancrofts, and Motleys must exist and be ‘fol- 
lowed, as well as the minutely faithful investigators into 
nooks and crannies, who are doing such good work. 

‘Indeed, without the intricate and subordinate labors of 
the “ historical seminaries” or “monographs on his- 
tory” connected with several of our better institutions 
of learning, we could hardly have, in future, books at 
once broad and accurate, surveying wider fields. Mean- 
while, such ¢xtensive undertakings as Adama’s History 
of the United States and Weeden’s Economic and Social 
History of New England show +hat men of broad sweep 
are not lacking among our historical investigators. 

‘ Colonel Theodote A. Dodge’s Hannibal follows the 
same author’s similar study of Alexander, and will prob- 
-ably be more useful than that comprehensive work. The 
writer’s purpose in both volumes is to present a detailed 
and methodical study of the career of the particular com- 
mander, viewed as illustrating the method and art of 
war in ancient times. The author’s clearly written and 
unambitious pages are biographical, topographical, and 
scientifically martial, rather than professedly picturesque 
or social; though their statements are by no means made 
in a heavy orunreadable manner. The works will hardly 
be deemed histories of the first or even of the second 
class; but their point of view is so peculiar, and their 
trustworthiness, on the basis of patient study and per- 
sonal observation of localities, so manifest that they will 
be valued by classical instructors as well as military men. 

Mr. Keary’s story of The Vikings in Western Christen- 
dom could not fail to remind one of picturesque scenes 
and salient characters; but here, too,the general pur- 
pose is philosophic, and the writer does not consciously 
diverge from the prevalent desire to ascertain historical 
causes and trace their legitimate results. The general 
topic is the character of North-European mythology and 
men, the resultant apprehension of Christianity by the 
Scandinavian folk, and the effect of the new religion 
upon Teutonic civilization, as modified by the maritime 
and bucaneering spirit. The period covered is brief, 
being substantially the ninth century. , 

It is not correct to call (as does the author in his preface) 
Dr. F. H. H. Guillemard’s serviceable and'compact new 
Life of Ferdinand Magellan the first biography of the 
subject inour tongue. A dozen years ago appeared Mr. 
George M. Towle’s Magellan; or, The First Voyage 
Round the World, in that author’s Young Folks’ Heroes 
of History series, Since then that book has proved 
valuable for topical reference by college students at work 
on its general theme, as well as by the younger readers 
to whom it was primarily addressed. Dr. Guillemard’s 
aim has not been to prepare a juvenile or a popular 
story, and he has delved among original documents, the 
result being a compact tfeatise which will not lack 
readers at a time when American discovery and coloniza- 
tion are attracting unusual attention. 

Encouraged by the success of their well-known Epochs 
series of books on ancient and modern history, the Long- 
mans have started a small supplementary library, to be 
called Epochs of American History. Only three or four 
volumes will appear, of which the first is devuted to The 
Colonies, 1492-1752. Professor A. B. Hart will edit the 
series;.the present initial volume is by Reuben G. 
Thwaites, secretary of the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
Institutional and social studies are made of much impor- 


, tance, of course, in these compact pages. Little that was 


new, in plan or word, was to be expected ; the best ele- 
ment in Mr. Thwaites’s work is the clear presentation of 
the composite character of our multiform and half-iso- 
lated colonial populations. The unsymmetrical “ Euro- 
peanization of America” was a far more startling ques- 
tion a hundred and fifty y ago than it is to-day. 
Perhaps the most interes part, too, of Mr. Theo- 
re Roosevelt’s brief history of the city of New York, 
which is appropriately added as the first American con- 





‘| wibution to the Historic Towns series, is the author's 








metropolis, during all its history. The regulation of its 
criminal and impoverished classes has been a problem 
for two centuries; and, serious as it is to-day, Mr, 
Roosevelt is inclined to think, after a careful review of. 
the record, that it is not more discouraging, relatively, 
than at some preceding periods, Everybody knows, of. 
course, that New York was never a strictly American- 
English city, and should therefore admit that it is idle# 
in view of ite steady advancement under adverse circum-, 
stances, to aver that the only sound elements in its bodys 
politic are those that have sprung from Anglo-Saxon 
stock, 
Turning now to modern biography, one notes that 
by far the most interesting part of the two initial yol- _ 
umes of the Duc de Broglie’s edited: Memoirs of Tal- 
leyrand is that in which the eminent and untrusted 
statesman portrays his loveless and luckless youth, Such 
boyish misery explains much of his [ater mal-develop- 
ment, As for the other chapters, there is, as readers of 
the newspapers know, much uncertaiuty as to what Tal- 
leyrand wrote, and what de Bacourt, their original cus- . 
todian, altered or inserted. History will not be rewrit- 
ten on the basis of these autobiographical records, when 
completed, but it will be illuminated in minor details. 
The characters of Napoleon and Talleyrand, as pitileasly 
but impartially portrayed by Lanfrey, are historic, and 
can hardly be retouched save at the risk of concealment, 
The prevalent English fondness for swollen biogra- 
phies continues to make unwarrantable demands upon, 
readers’ time, money, and book-shelf space. It is newly 
illustrated in Mr. T, Wemyss Reid’s Life, Letters, and 
Friendships of Richard Monckton Milnes, Lord Hough- 
ton, and Mr, Samuel Smiles’s life of John Murray, called 
A Publisher and His Friends, Lord Houghton was # 
fair poet, and a kindly friend or benefactor 6f contempo- 
rary men of letters; but the two volumes of his biogra~ 
phy contain too large @ proportion of valueless per- 
sonalia, which, in the American division, suffer from’ 
vexatious misprints and other inaccuracies, The ven- 
erable Mr. Smiles’s life of Murgay is inferior to other and 
justly favorite books by the same popular writer, con- 
tains fewer suggestive reminiscences and memorabilia 
than one would expect, and is quite devoid of pic- 
turesqueness or critical power. Both biographies (which — 
are aceompanied by interesting portraits) would have 
gained by a wise editorial compression, reducing their 
bulk two-thirds. 





No other piece of the cuneiform literature has excited 
in the educated world anything like the interest that 
attaches to the Izdubar epic, which was found inscribed 
on twelve tableta. Atthe middle point of the epic, which 
lived for centuries in the mouths of the Babylonian peo- 
ple, stands the hero, whose name hitherto has been gene- 
rally read as “ Izdubar,” but more correctly is to be read 
“Gilgamesh,” according to a fragment recently found in * 
the British Museum by Mr. Pinches. The poetical speech 
of the original varies from the child-like, simple tone of 
the oldest tales, which combine great variety with rare 
wealth of artistic form, and the lofty style of the hymn, 
Despite this grandeur of form, and the unique importance 
which has long been recognized as attaching to the epic 
in view of its historic und mythologic background, of its 
relation to the biblical accounts of the creation and the . 
flood, and of its importance to the student of compara- 
tive religion, no translation of these fragmentary Isdubar 
rhapsodies has been made, until very recently, that cor- 
responds to the point already reached in Assyriological 
study. The translations of George Smith and Lenormant, 
used in theological works and popular publications, were 
highly praiseworthy and meritorious performances at the 
date of their first appearance, but the criticiém of to-day 
must pronounce them merely prelinfinary essays. The 
need which has long been felt of a new and thorough 
treatment of the Izdubar legends is met by the work just 
published by Dr. Alfred Jeremias: Jzdubar- Nimrod, eine 
babylonische Heldensage (‘Izdubar-Nimrod: A Hergi¢ 
Tale of the Babylonians”). The author, who is already 
well known by his treatise on the Babylonian concep- 
tions of the state after death, gives us in this book a 
translation of all the fragments of the mutilated epic 
that have come to light thus far, It is executed with 
scientific thoroughness and the closest adhesion to the 
cuneiform text. The illustrations appended to the little 
work present to view the use made in Babylonian art of 
the hero Natisnal and the group of tales associated with 
him. All that our author offers us in terse and con- 
densed discussion shows careful valuation of the litera- 
ture of his subject, sound judgment, and intimacy wish 





the unsettled problems of Assyriology and the history of 


account of the perpetually cosmopolitan character of our _ : 
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religion. For that very reason it most be pronounded 


- the best discussion of the Izdubar legends as a whole. 


The doubts our author reises against the reading, by 
Sayce and Pinches of the name “ Izdubar” are hardly 


~ justified. However, the caution which is everywhere 


shown in the book in the matter of translating and 
explaining the epic is to be acknowledged as a merit. 
It is only to be regretted that Dr. Jeremias has not 

how to avail himself, in a systematic way, of the 


- abundant material for his purpose, which is found in the 


Babylonian seal-cylinders. (9}<6} inches, pp. viii, 73. 
Leipzig: B.G. Teubner. Price, 2.80 marke, not bound.) 


The greatest of the Hebrew prophets is also the one 
over which modern criticism wages the most battles. 


' Like the fourth Gospel, the prophecies of Isaiah are at 


once the most wonderful book in the group to which 
they belong, and the book whose origin and unity are 
most contested. In his How to Read Isaiah the Rev. 
Buchanan Blake occupies a conservative standpoint. 
He concedes, in his preface, that, as there are psalms by 
other singers in the book popularly called The Psalms 
of David, so there probably are prophecies by other 
prophets in the book which bears Isaiah’s name, Yet 
he passes over in silence the suggestion that Jonah is 
the author of the prophecy against Moab in chapters 
16 and 16. And, while he thinks that the last twenty- 
six chapters cannot be Isaiah’s, as “they speak to a 
people in captivity, and recall the ruins of the beautiful 
house their fathers had built, lie finds them thoroughly 
Messianic in context and thoroughly Isaianic in form. 
“They complete and carry out the program of the 
prophet.” The translation is clear and readable in this 
new revision; and it is to be observed that Mr. Blake 


-censures the Revisers for putting their best emendations 


into'the margin rather than into the text. The exposi- 
tory part is not profound, but it is clear and to the 
point, and exhibits a close acquaintance with the new 
lights furnished by Assyriology and Egyptology. .(7}<5 
inches, pp. 187. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark; New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $1.00.) 

The usefulness of an annual register of current history 
has been acknowledged for more than a century. The 


. publishers of a Detroit newspaper: propose’ to improve | ‘ 
. on this by a Quarterly Register of Ourrent Events, of which 


they issue the first number bearing the date February 1. 


_ It really covers the story of the year 1890, at home and 


abroad, and seems to be written in an objective and im- 
partial spirit. The only exception is that Mr. Lodge is 
given two pages to state exactly what his Federal Elec- 
tions bill proposes, and to remove misapprehensions of 
its contents. There are portraits of prominent individu- 
als, mostly in the text. A few pages are given especially 
to Michigan.. (710 inches, pp. 84, double columns. 


Detroit: The Evening News Association. Price, 25 cents.) 


The Autobiography, Diary, and Correspondence of James 
Freeman Clarke, edited by Dr. Hale, does not too late 
follow the death of the subject. The autoblography 
comes down no farther than 1840; then follow letters, 
diaries, etc. The most interesting pages are those that 
tell of his work asa young Emersopian Unitarian and 
littérateur in Louisville, his relations to the Boston re- 
ligious and political radicals of 1850-60, and the compo- 
sition of his best known work, Ten Great Religions. 
The volume is kept within properly modest limits, and 
contains an excellent portrait. (8}><5} inches, cloth, 
pp. iii, 480. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, 
$1.50.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


China is & mission field of especial interest to many of 
our churches, Mids M. Burt of Springfield has pre- 
pared a missionary map of the country on muslin, which 
must be useful to those who desire to have a clear notion 
of what is doing for the promotion of the divine kingdom. 
All the mission stations are indicated, and in such a way 
as to show in every case what denomination of Ch: iétians 
‘is laboring there. Around the border is printed an oat- 
line of information about the country, its government, its 
provinces, its native religions, and the statistics of mission 
work, But is it not an error to give Li-Hang-Chang the 
title “Grand Secretary of State”? And is not 1582 the 


date of the coming of the Jesuits, and not that of the estab- |- 


lishment of Roman Catholic missions? (3445 inches. 
Springfield, Ohio: The Hostershan Publishing Company. 
Price, $1.00.) 


qv he widespread interest in missionary work both turns 
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ply of which-must be fresh and constant. New helpers 
in this line of reading are B. R. Cowen’s broad and popu- 
lar, rather than deep or original, survey of the work of 
the past hundred years: The Miracle of the Nineteenth 
Century—Do Missions Pay? (Cincinnati: Cranston and 
Stowe. 15 cents); and a third and thoroughly revised 
edition of the instructive Historical Sketches of the Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church (Philadelphia: Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church. 
75 cents in paper, $1.00 in cloth). Of all new books of 
this sort,-however, none is proving more immediately 
stimulatiig than the life of Mackay of Uganda, already 
noticed in these columns. 





Dr. Delitzsch’s ripe treatise on Messianic Prophecies 
in Historical Succession—the last proof-sheet of which 
was laid on the great scholar’s bed the day before his 
death—was reviewed at length in The Sunday School 
Times, Jaly 19, 1890. itis now available in an English 
translation by Professor Samuel Ives Curtiss of Chi- 
cago Seminary (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark; New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. $1.75). Dr. Curtiss, in his 
ep: calls it “‘a fitting crown” to its author's exegeti- 

cal studies. Simultaneously there comes from the same 
publishers a new translation, by Lewis A. Muirhead, 
with the aid of Professor A. B. Davidson, of the second 
edition of Professor Edward Riehm’s Messianic Prophecy: 
Its Origin, Historical Growth, and Relation to New Tes- 
tament Fulfilment.. This work and version, as related 
to Dr. Delitzsch’s, will be characterized hereafter. 


In a recent address, Dr, James Martineau, the eminent 
English Unitarian, alleged the reference to the martyred 
prophet Zechariah (Matt. 28 : 35; Luke 11 : 51) as evi- 
dence of the late date of the Gospels, He boldly identi- 
fied this Zacharias son of Barachias with the Zacharias 
son of Baruch who, according to Josephus, was killed 
by the zealots in the temple not long before the taking 
of the city by Titus, A. D.70. Professor Massie of Mans- 
field College replies, in The Expositor for May, that the 
Zacharias of the Gospels is identical with the Zechariah 
son of Jehoiada of 2 Chronicles 24: 20. The addition 
to his name, “son of Barachias,” is not found in the 
Sinaitic manuseript apd four others, and probably was 

By a later copyist to: distinguish the martyr 
‘prophet among the twenty-seven of that name who are 
found. in the Old Testament. Jerome says that the 
apocryphal “ Gospel of the Nazarenes ” had “Zacharias 
the son of Jehoiada,” which is correct. The Talmud 
dwells with especial horror'on the murder of Zechariah 
tke gon of Jehoiada, as the murder of a priest within the 
outer sanctuary of the temple, which none but a priest 
might enter without desecration. Our Lord points to 
the same ;circumstance,—“ whom ye slew between the 
sanctuary and the altar.” Headds the fact that Zecha- 
riah had been sifin because he brought God’s message 
to the nation. All these details suit the story of Zecha- 
riah the son of Jehoiada; none of them apply to the 
case of “ Zacharias the son of Baruch,” a rich man, whose 
moderation brought upon him the wrath of the Zealots, 
and who was assassinated by two of that faction within 
the temple, but not in the court of the priests. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1891. 





Ohio, state, at Marietta............/ Fensia dDnieilcd telaninbe veititialy June 2-4 
Nebraska, state, at Holdridge............:coeeesecseseee neve June 9-11 
New York, state, at Saratoga........... .cccosses secieseeecseees June 9-11 
Colorado, state, at Pucblo..,......0. secs ceeserees seesecee June 16-18 
Iowa, state, at Mason City...... .....le0 s+ se -... June 16-18 
Minnesota, state, at Dualuth........ ..cc. cece ce scseees soeseseee June 23-25 
North Dakota, state, at Lisbon........0...s.ssssees seeeeeees June 26-28 
Missouri, state, at Pertle Springs..... ............0++-0.... August 7-9 
Kentucky, state, at Middlesborough..................: August 25-27 
Tennessee, state, at Knoxville............... 000. September 9, 10 
Pennsylvania, state, at Sethlehem............ .....September 22-24 
Virginia, state, at Norfoik,.........0.-.s0e cessernee onnvsens Octgber 6, 7 
Maine, state, at Portland........... s.scese0 ceeees een October 13-15 


Mrs. W. F. Crafts, president of the International Primary 
Union, and Mr. William Reynolds, superintendent of organiza- 
tion of the International Association, expect to attend all the 
Southern conventions, and some of the others. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS OF STUDY. 


The mention of summery, schools of study, now some- 
what numerous throughagt the land, would naturali 
bring first to mind The Chautauqua Assembly, the chit 
exponent of the movement to utilize summer vacations 








to, and is stimulated by, books, pamphlets, and periodi- 


with something better than mental idleness. It is now 









entering upon 
its calendar fér 1891 : 





gent tr, ith ch ae 


July 1: Opening of the season. 

July 4: Opening of all educational departments, such as the 
College of Liberal Arts, the Teachers’ Retreat, the Schools of 
Sacred Literature, of Music, of Physical Education, and special 
classes, 

July 14-17: Teachers’ Excursion to the Toronto Convention, 

July 25: Closing of the pedagogical departments. 

August 14: Closing of the College of Liberal —_ 

August 24: Formal closing of the season. : 

The College of Liberal Arts offers more than fifty 
courses in the various subjects taught in colleges of a 
high grade, and the Schools of Sacred Literature offer 
about as ner hr more on biblical subjects. Associated 
with the wor such men as Professors Herbert B. 
Adams and Richard T. Ely of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, George 8. Burroughs of Amherst, William Henry 
Green of Princeton, William.R. Harper and Thomas D. 
Seymour of Yale, Martin L. D’Ooge of the University of 
Michigan, Bishop John H. Vincent, and Dr. Jesse L. 
Hurlbut. The various courses are adapted’ to the needs 
of all classes,—college students, members of young peo- 
ple’s societies, teachers and Bible-club leaders, general 
students of the English Bible, and those who are ac- 
quainted with or wish to study the Bible in the original, 

The general secretary, W. A. Duncan, should be ad- 
dressed at Syracuse, New York. : 

The American Institute of Sacred Literature is xtend- 
ing its influence and oversight. more widely each year. 
Its officers are Dean Edward T. Bartlett, D.D., of Phila- 
delphia, president; Professor George 8. Burroughs, 
Ph.D., of Amherst, secretary ; and Professor William R. 
Harper, Ph.D., of New Haven, principal. Its directors 
are President EB. B. Atdeotwa, D.D., LL.D.; Bishops 
H. ©. Potter and g. H. Vincent; the Rev. Drs. Arthur 
Brooks and Edward L. Curtis; and Professors Willis J. 
Beecher, Charles R. Brown, Francis Brown, Marcus D. 
Duell, George B. Stevens, Milton 8. Terry, and J. Henry 
Thayer, 

Besides its session at Chautauqua, July 4to August 14, 
the Institute will hold its “New England School” at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the buildings of the Epis- 
copal Theological School, June 22 to July 11; and its 
“Chicago School” at Evanston, Illinois, in the Garrett 
Biblical Institute, August 13 to September 2. Informa- 
tion nfay be obtained of the Rev. W. D. Roberts, Trinity 
Church, Boston; or of Professor Charles Horswell, 
Evanston. 

Undes the auspices 3 of the Institute, special instruction 
in sacred literature will.also be given this summer at 
Bay View, Michigan, July 22 to Angust 12; Crescent 
Beach, Connecticut, July 21-29; Lexington, Kentucky, 
June 30 to July 10; Pertle Springs, Missouri, July 3-15; 
Washington, District Columbia (Chautauqua of Glen 
Echo), June 16 to July 3; Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada, 
July 11 to August 30; Ottawa, Kansas; June 16-26; 
South Framingham, Massachusetts, July 14-24. The 
following course, arranged for the New England School, 
is indicative of a!l; 

“() Hebrew for beginners (two hours a day), for reviewers 
(three hours a day); advanced Hebrew, the critical study of 
Jeremiah, syntax, and selected Psalms (three hours a day). 
(2) In the English Old Testament; Later (Exilic and post- 
Exilic) Hebrew History (one hour), the Prophecies of Jere- 
miah (one hour). (3) In New Testament Greek, for beginners 
(two hours), Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians (two hours), syn- 
tax of New Testament Greek with rapid translation (one hour). 
(4) In the English New. Testament, the Gospel of John (one 
hour), St. Paul and his Epistles (one hout). (5) In’ Cognate 
Languagés, Assyrian for beginners (two hours), advanced Assy- 


Arabic (one hour), Aramaic (one hour). 


Mr. Moody’s Summer School at Northfield, Massa- 
chusetts, has issued this calendar : 


For the month of May, R. A. Torrey, rill speak in Stone 
Hall, Northfield, and Mt. Hermon. } 

May 31 to June 4, the Rey. James Stalker, D. D., of Glas- 
gow, will speak each day. 

June 3: Meeting of the Students’ Aia Society at three o’cleck 
at the North Church. 

June 14, 10.45 A. M.: In the Northfield Church, the annual 
sermon fo the graduating classes of both schools, by D. L. Moody. 

June 16, 11 A. M.: Graduating exercises at Mt. Hermon. 

June 17,11 A. M: Commencement exercises at Northfield 
Seminary. The Rev. Charles Cuthbert Hall, D.D., of Brook- 
lyn, New York, will deliver the address, 

June 27 to July 9: College Students’ Summer School, when 
students from all parts of the wor}d will méet eminent speakers 
and Bible teachers;—such as the Rev. John Smith of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland ; Professor W. W. Moore of Virginia; Pro- 





fessor W. G. Moorehead of Ohio; Dr. W. R. Harper and 
Professor R. E. Thompson of Philadelphia, and others. The 





rian (one hour); Arabie for beginners (one hour), advanced 






















































Towner. - ‘the cubeay uate Ot Se 
-charge of Mr. A. A. Stagg of Yule College. 

' The Seminary buildings are to be occupied 
wholly by the young men. Arrangements 
have also been made for tenting-parties of 
young men, For others, accommodations can 
be found in the town in hotels and boarding- 
houses. 


July 30 to ‘August 9: Ninth General Con- 
ference for Bible study and equipment for 
Christian work. The Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.D., 
of Boston, the Rev. F. B. Meyer of London, 
Russell Conwell of Philadelphia, Dr. Arthur T. 
Pierson of Philadelphia, R. A. Torrey of Chi- 
cago, Major D. W. Whittle, the Rev. Mr. A. 
Gumbart of Boston, L. W. Munhall of Phila- 
delphia, ani others, will be among the speakers 
of the occasion. Mr. Ira D. Sankey and Mr. 
George C. Stebbins will be the leaders of song 
duritig the conference,. There will be one 
Bible lecture a day through the summer, so 
friends who would like to rest and study can 
do so, A general and cordial invitation is 
extended to all who desire to enjoy the benefit 
of these meetings. 


4. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given vach week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 
157,500 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time, . The advertis- 
ing rateis$1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 

. an advertisement running a year, An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 








sue for & year, or a uniform amount of space, | 


weekly, for a shorter period, the wholeto amount 
to not less than one thousand dollurs, may have 
such @ position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so fur as it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher’s idea of the general make-up of 
theadvertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditiowed on anappearanceupon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates, 


__—— 


Horsford’s Acid ‘Phosphate makes an in- 
vigorating drink with water and sugar only. 
Delicious, 


Send for Rev. Dr. Thomas's programs of 
summer travel to Russia, Italy, etc. 1606 
Wallace Street, Philad!phia. 
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WEDDING BELLS 


Should posi & forth merrily, when the bride and 
have read and re-read Dr. Tal Talmage’s beautiful book 
entitied “The 


Ay 16 choice 
sermons, covering & . fal A valu- 
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- For Summer, Au-— 
fitumn and Winter 
fl our features include 


Mrs. A. D. T. WHITNEY 
MARY E, WILKINS 
4 SUSAN COOLIDGE 


\ 


ROSE TERRY COOKE. 


| 
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INEST [Miustrated 
Magazine ever is- 
sued for ladies and 

the family, and having 

a circulation larger than 

any other periodical in 


750,000 


ia | 











__ EDUCATIONAL. 


WELLS COLLEGE ac 


neaiehial A refined f= AR bome. New building, 
with modern improvements. Session beg 
der 16,1891. Send ra 


Health, Education 
M. GAPP, M.D., Philadelphia “ Glear, 
Wholesome.” Times 


tifully Printed, nd Bound in Extra 
= Se by all Booksellers. 
1 Filbert Street, 


= ||| THE DAUGHTER?“ 





Location beautiful and 





BEE, D.D., President. 
MOUNT | HOLYOKE By AND 
Fa 


cabinet, art peer ma 
Mire E. 8. ‘MEAD, President, South Hadle 
_ EDUCATION, ‘RERALTE. HOME. 
Large illustrated Catalogue sent 
on application. 
eee or, 2H EwOLaneL MA. 


iris, LONDON, Ontario, Conete. 


JRTHAND. 


T tensively peemoeene our im coved, ape: 8 
tem of fastruction’ in practical shortha 
of 0c. aera) eae 3 Barns we will forucea reoelnt com- 
irections fo 





For Sunday-school 


ples 
sent on receipt of 15 cts. 
B. STRICKLAND, 
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EYRE & SPOTTISW: 














portabtl 
and J. erga 





A series of 48 hand- 
— cards, —_ 
the ty of Joseph. Each setin 

<¢ , 30 cents. GOODENOUGH & wou: 
asean Street, New York. 








UT Letters for mottoes and banners in Children’s 
churches,etc. Sam ee 


Day services, 
all styles, 0c, J.8. Rue, 66 Bread St., Newark, 








OLI er CO eet. Trvo.i-on-Hupsow, N. Y. 
Location and surroundings u 
ment complete. Gymnasium, 4 


y iie Te Eauip- 
aos tteosin alee crane. tots teneon, 
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iF . For the Brides of June 


WHOLE PAGE of Practical Hints and Helps about the Wedding 
Trousseau, the Ceremony, the Flowers, the Reception, the Going 
Away and the Coming Back. For particulars, see the 


June Number of - 
The Ladies | 
4 Home Fournal 


~~ On the, News-stands, Ten Cents a Copy 


Ne FOR 50 CENTS; 


We will mail it to any address on trial, from 
Now to January, ’92 ° 


(BALANGE OF THIS YEAR) 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


. |HAVERFORDCOLLECE 


Opens 0th mo. 2. Early application should be made 
for rooms, Address 
_Secretary of College, ! Haverford College P. o., Pa. 


B22" MAWR COLLEGE, BRYN MAWR, 
Pa., 10 miles from Philadelphia. A Gime for 
Women. The program, ftating the 
undergraduate courses of stody for prov Rm v4 
year, will be sent ton application. 


TLLISTON SEMINARY Baoruesr 
Mass. Prepares bogs om Bee a 
scientific ‘school. Opens om. = 
tories and bath-rooms. nh Datldings Seated by 


steam. A 
POE cts ww. GsLLaGuER, » Principal. 





* DO N NOT STAMMER.” 


Wr. Elisha Waterman, Borrabville, {Cunt writes: 
‘Tam giad to testify to the wonderful cure of stam- 
mering You have effected with me.” Refer 
John Wattles, «aed of The Sunday 


Tim } ow non 
nphiet to E.8. JOHNSTON'S 
Inetitate, 1X iphin, Pa. lith and Spring Garden 


nd Correet! fon.”’ Refer to Rev. 8; T. Ford, 
cuse,. N.Y. E. J. E. THORPE, Newton Centre,’ 


STAMMERING. ors ~ Cure _—_ f all curable 
Write for testimonials simoniais ees CK's SCMGOL, set 


























































































_ PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS CF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is ates weekty 
atthe following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 
ers, These rates include postage: 


ONE COPY, one year, ov eec1.50 
Onecopy, five years, full payment in advance,:. 5.00 
TO MINISTERS, Misc:vnaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 
vance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS. 

Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, 
will be supplied with as many copies as may be de- 
sired, at the following yearly club rates: 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

For five or more copies in a package to one address, 
SOcentseach. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one poreon gry, ap? no names can be written or 

rin on the separate papers. 

Pitne foraclub may be ordered sent y 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
package to one address, at 50 cents each, when so de- 

red. . 

The papers for a club should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school their mail matter from one t-office, and 
Seeca tn the same school get theirs from another, 
the papers will be sent accordingly. This applies to 
kage clubs, at the co rate, to the extent that 
rge clubs may be divided into packages of five or 
more, if desired. 


FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for inaclub ofeither 
character. The free copies for "kage clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the 


"Addttions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to 
be the proportionate share of the gearly ciub rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 

ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 

e as the papers may be required. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
@ year, may have the address changed at any time 

hout charge. Me.abers of package clubs do not 
have this privilege, but ~..y such may have his paper 
chan om the package to an individual address, 
by paying fifty cents, the difference in the price of the 
two c of subscriptions, or may order an extra 
copy of the paper sent to a vacation address, at the 
rate of three cents a week for a short term, or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 

8u ibers asking to have the direction of a paper 

should be careful to name, not only the post- 
to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
it has been sent. All addresses should include 
ith ceunty and state. 

f aclub subscription is renewed by somneether per 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription 
suck will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for es the place of the one 
formed last year by... 


The paper wil! not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 














Enough copies of any one issue of the to en- 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include 3 
One copy, one year, shillings. 
‘Two or more copies, oné year, 6shillings each, 
‘To ministers and missiouaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
kage to one address, whichever may be preferred 
the subscribers. 
Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Ghonghten, 
2? Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
r to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P. O. Box 1550. 








BAIBY'S 
h) SKIN & SCALP 
CLEANSED 

PURIFIED 
ano BEAUTIFIES 


y ’ ) ( ti BY 
F°% CLEANSING, PURIFYING, AND BEAUTI- 
fying the skin of ciuldren and infants, and 
sroveeees minor blemishes and inherited skin 
iseases becoming chronic, CuTricuURA MEDICATED 
TOILET Soap is immeasurably superior to every 
other skin soap yet prepared. 

It purifies and invigorates the pores of the skin, 
and imparts activity to the oil glands and tubes, 
thus furnishing an outiet for unwholesome matter, 
which, if retained, creates pimples, blackheads, 
flushes, and other complexional disfigurations. 

Its gentle and continuous action on these natural 
lubri of the skin keeps the laster transparent, 
soft, flexible and healthy, and prevents rough, red, 
cracked, and scely skin. 

Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. Prepared by the 

mR Drvue aNp Cu xticaL CORPORATION, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

4#@ Send for “ How to Beautify the Skin.” 


Pi AB PLES, blackheads, chapped and oily skin 

i _ prevented by CuTicurna MEDICATED Soap. 

VASELINE. 

Fo ONE DOLLAR, sent us by mail, we will 
deliver, free of all charges, to any person in the 

United States, all the following articles carefully 

packedinaneatbox: . 


One two-ounce bottle of Pure Vaseline...... 10 cts, 
One two-ounce bottle of Vaseline Pomade. 15 “ 









One jar of Vaseline Cold Cream................... 6 
One cake of Vaseline Camphor Ice........... 10 “ 
One cake of Vaseline Soap, unscented........ 1 * 


One cake of Vaseline , scented............ 3 * 
One two-ounce bottle J nite Vaseline... 25 “ 


— $1.10 
Or, for stamps, any single article at the price. . 

If you have occasion to use Vaseline in any form, 
be careful to accept only genuine weom pet up by us 
in original packa; A great many ruggists are 
trying to pers ie buyers to take VASELINE t 
up by them. Never yield to such Tsuasion, as the 
article is an imitation without value, and will not 
gv; you the result you expect. A bottle of Blue 

1 Vaseline is sold by all druggists at ten cents. 


CHESEBROUGH MANUFACTURING CO. 
24 State Street, New York. 







— = 






Preserves 
the mouth. 


FOR THE} TEETH: them 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 





hardens the gums. 


Beautifully put up. 





GTPEEO Deliciously Flavored, A Perfect Liquid Denttie. 


and Beautifies the Teeth. Heals and 
Leaves a refreshing coolness in 
Imparts a delightful fragrance to the 
Convenient to use, 


SOLD BY DRUGGISTS. 


PREPARED AND-GUARANTEED BY E. W. HOYT & Co., LOWELL, MASS. 
Manufacturers of the Celebrated Hoyt’s German Cologne. 


Sampie Vial of RUBIFOAM mailed Free to any Address. 














TEN POUNDS 


TWO WEEKS} 
THINK OF IT |; 


“SCOTT'S | 
EMULSION 


Of Pure Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites 
+ Of Lime and da 

is without a rival. Many have 

€ gained a pound a day by the use 

of it. It relieves 


CONSUMPTION, 


sonore, BRONCHITIS, COUGHS AND 
COLDS, AND ALL FORMS OF WASTING Dis- 
EASES. AS PALATABLE AS MILK. 
Be sure you get genuine as there are 

poor imitations, 
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GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
W. BAKER & C0.’S 


Breakfast Cocoa 


from which the exceas of oil 
has been removed, 
Is absolutely pure and 
it is soluble. 


No Chemicals 


are used in its preparation. It 
has more than three times the 
strength of Cocoa mixed with 
Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more eco- 
nomical, costing less than one 
centa cup. Itis delicious, nour- 
ishing, strengthening, EastLy 
DIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids 
as well as for persons in health. 


Sold by Grocers everywhere. 


W. BAKER &C0., Dorchester, Mass, — 
INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no boiling, always ready. Put up in 1 ® 
tin-cans at 7ic. STEPHEN F. WHITMAN & SON 
inventors and only manufacturers, Philadelphia, Pa. 












sent to any one addressing 
O, E. HIRES & CO., 
Philadelphia, 





UPTURE. SEELEY’S Hard Ruabber 
Trusses cure Rupture in all cura- 
ble cases. Our“ Mechanical Treatment of Rupture, 


and Price List,” a 0-page book, mailed ner lication. 
I. B. SEELEY & CO., PHILAD PHIA. 














MODERATE PRICES. Among the many other IM- 





PROVEMENTS which they contain, arethe PATENT 
REPEATING ACTION, producing a touch as delicate 
as that of a Concert Grand Piano; the CAPO D’ASTRO 
BAR, which sustains that beautiful singing quality of 
tone, so wanting in most Upright Pianos; the MOUSE 
PROOF PEDAL, which is an absolute protection 
against mice getting into pianos and making havoc 
with the felts. Sold on the most terms. 
Delivered in your house FREE OF EXPENSE and 


satisfaction guaranteed. Old instruments taken in 
exchange, Catiogues and full information mailed free. 





| Nestlé’s Milk Food for infants has, during 25 | 
| years, grown in favor with both doctors and | 


| mothers throughout the world, and is now un- } 
} questionably not only the best substitate for | 


} mothers’ milk, but the food which agrees with 
ithe largest centage of infants. It gives 
iistrength and stamina to resist the weakenia: 
ii effects of hot weather, and has saved the lives o 
ii thousands of infants. ‘To ony mother sendin 
ii her address, and mentioning this paper, we wi 
| send samples and description of Nestl¢’s Food. 


| Thos. Leeming & Co., Sole Ag’ts, 29 Murray St., N. Y. |i 





AMERICAN FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


OFFICE, COMPANY’S BUILDING, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








CASH CA PUT AMe gy. ....ccccccccccecccssesseeseess 000.00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and 
all other claiin 1,994,685.25 





Surplus over all Liabilities,...... 455,708.82 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1891. 
$2,950,394.07. 

THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
JAMES B. YOUNG, Actuary. 


DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles P. Perot, 
Israel Morris, Jos. kK. Gitagaam, 
Pemberton 8, Hutchinson, Samuel Welsh, 


Alexander Biddle, Charles 8. Whelen, 
Edward F. Beale, Jr. 





EIGHTEEN PER CENT PER ANNUM 
Was the Last Dividend of the 


HARRIMAN BUILDING AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATION. 


Another equally gratifying dividend will be 
declared June 1 next. 

These dividends are declared out of net 
profits. 

This Association is located in the thriving 
temperance city of Harriman, Tennessee. 

A limited number of shares, both serial and 
paid-up, for sale to investors. 

For particulars, address 


HARRIMAN BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCLATION, 


Harriman, Tennessee. 


INVESTMENT. 


Send for particularsof a high-class industrial security, 
paying a good aa centperannum. Thorough investi- 
gationand highest references. P.O. Box 757, Phila., Pa. 








OVER 350,000 acres of Choice Farm Lands. Fail- 
ure of crops never known. Bestall-the-yearclimatein 
the world. Soilada toall kindsof farming. Plenty 
of water. Low ces, and unusually liberal terms. 
Cc. E. Stumons, Com. C.& N.W. R’y, Chicago, ll 
Wy 4sas" LOAN AGENCY, Fairbury, Ne 

braska, |oans money in Nebraska for persons 
East, and makes it net them 6 to 9 = cent. For 
details and references write for circular. 












DIXON'S .2-<.25 PENCILS 


Are unequaled for smooth, 





MILLER BROS STEEL PENS 





re AMERICAN the BEST 
TRBROS. Cur a STEE ¢ 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


THE IDEAL. 


[Florence Earle Coates, in The Atlantic Monthly.] 





Something I may not win attracts me ever,— 
Something elusive, yet supremely fair; 

Thrills me with gladness, yet contents me never; 
Fills me with sadness, yet forbids.despair. 


It blossoms just beyond the paths I follow, 
It shines beyond the farthest stars I see; 

It echoes faifit from ocean caverns hollow, 
And from the land of dreams it beckons.me. 


It calls, and all my best, with joyful feeling, 
Essays to reach it as I make reply; 

I feel its sweetness o’er my spirit stealing, 
Yet know ere I attain it I must die. 





GOSPEL TRAINING FOR 
CHILDREN. 


[Professor A. B. Bruce, D.D., in The (London) Chris 
tiam World. } 

“The greatest reverence is due to a 
child.” This wise Latin adage has not 
always been remembered in the sphere of 
religion. Think of the jingling rhymes 
that have done duty as children’s hymns, 
of the countless number of goody books 
that have been written for the special 
benefit of boys and girls, of the loose, 
feeble, ill-considered talk often heard in 
pulpits in the name of children’ssermons, 
and you will be apt to conclude that the 
principle underlying the religious training 
of our young people is that anything is 
good enough for children. It is comtort: 
ing to reflect that the materials of instruc- 
tion produced on this principle seldom do 
much mischief. The young are protected 
from harm by a beneficent inattention, 
Parents are naturally very anxious that 
their dear ones should listen attentively to 
all that is said to them in church and 
school, and much distressed when they 
discover that they remember almost noth- 
ing. But the thing has two sides, I have 
come out of church, after hearing a child’s 
sermon in thought and language totally 
unsuited for its purpose, thanking God for 
the listlessness of the little folks. Juniors, 
as a rule, are as attentive as seniors when 
there is anything worth listening to. But 
they are not hypocrites; they will not, as 
older people sometimes do, pretend to be 
interested when they are not.... 

It is beginning to be felt that reform in 
this department of Christian work is 
urgently called for. Instead of the old 
motto, “‘ Anything is good enough for chil- 
dren,” many are adopting and acting on 
the new one, “ Nothing is too good for 
children.” Under its inspiration new 
hymns are being indited, new songs com- 

sed, new hymnals compiled, new re- 

igious books written, new sermonettes 

delivered,—brief, pointed, and choice, as 
the parables of Jesus. This is awit ought 
to be. Can we be too careful how we speak 
to the young about God? What kind of 
a Being we fmake God appear to their 
imagination! I remember the time when 
first it dawned upon me that God was 
good. Till then I thought of God as an 
almighty, dreadful Being,—utterly unlike 
my father or mother, a Being whom it was 
impossible to trust or love. That was the 
outcome of all I had heard in church, 
school, and home. What a dismal, tragic 
miscarriage of religious nurture! ... 

Till recently the Gospels have been in 
the background. In my boyhood they 
were, so to speak, nowhere. I have no 
recollections about them. I have very 
distinct recollections about Paul’s Epistles, 
especially the Epistle to the Romans. In 
the Big Ha’ Bible used by my father at 
family worship that Epistle was printed 
with a few lines at the top of each page, 
and below long columns of comment by 
the editor, which were faithfully read on 
Sabbath evenings for the instruction of us 
youngsters. Thence arose a dislike to Paul, 
wherefrom to rid myself it required no 
small effort in my maturer years. Yes 
we knew Paul, after a fashion, but we did 
not know Jesus, “I am very ignorant of 
the gospel,” said Rabbi Duncan; “I know 
the Epistles, but I do not know the Gos- 
pels.” This ignorance the great Hebrew 
professor confessed was national, and it 
was the result of a traditional method of 
religious training. The ignorance may 
even be said to be Protestant, and to date 
from Luther, who valued only those books 
of the New Testament in which the doc- 
trine of justification by faith was taught, 
and therefore undervalued the synoptical 
Gospels in comparison with that of John, 
which he called the only tender, right, 
ghief Gospel. . . . 

During the last twenty or thirty years 
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opinion has been gradually undergoing a 
change. A tendency has set in in the 
direction of the Gospels, and es ially of 
the first three synoptical Gospels. Renan 
somewhere says: “ Paul’s sapund ‘is at an 
end; the Sermon on the Mount is now in 
the ascendant.” It is not necessary to put 
it in that way; no need or ground for dis- 
paraging Paul. What I say is that the 

ospels, especially Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, are getting their due place at last. 
The movement is wholesome, and by all 
means to be encouraged. By what means 
in particular? Let me offer a brief answer 
to that pertinent question. ... 

1. The Westminster Directory for Public 
Worship commends “ the more frequent 
reading of such Scriptures as he that read- 
eth shall think best for the edification of 
his hearers, as the Book of Psalms, and 
such like.” The counsel is good, and it 
should be applied to the Gospels as well 
as to the "Prslens. It might have been 
well had the Westminster divines selected 
them for express mention rather than, or 
at least alongside of, the Psalms. Why 
did they not? It was not an accident. 
The Gospels had not their due place, it is 
feared, in their thoughts. Let them get 
that place now. Let the Gospels—a Gos- 
pel lesson be read at every diet of public 
worship. Let a system of Gospel lessons 
be selected carefully for the purpose. Let 
the same thing be done for the family with 
equal care, Let Psalms, not all, but se- 
lected Psalms and choice Gospel and Epis- 
tle lessons, form a part of the daily reading 
of Scripture in the home circle. ... 

2. Instead of a dogmatic catechism, let 
a Christian primer be composed contain- 
ing in small compass the quintessence of 
the evangelic history for use in Sunday- 
schools and at the fireside, In thisshould 
be found the golden words of Jesus and 
his most characteristic beneficent deeds, 
the words to be committed to memory by 
children. Among the golden sayings the 
following would surely find a place: 

The Beatitudes: the exhortation to 
love—“ Love your enemies; ”’ the exhor- 
tation to sincerity—“* Do not your alms 
before men;” the exhortation against 
care—“ Take no thought for your life; ” 
the gracious invitation—* Come unto me 
all ye that labour; ” Christ’s apology for 
loving the sinful—“ I ¢ome not to cail the 
righteous;” “He who forgiveth mach, 
loveth much ; ” “There is joy in heaven ;’ 
‘Son, be of "good cheer, thy sins be fan. 
given ‘thee; ata | faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace; ” ‘‘The Son of man is come 
to save that which is lost; ” ‘‘ Whosoever 
will be chief among men, let him be your 
servant.” And many others which can- 
not here be enumerated. . 

3. Books on a larger scale, telling m more 
fully in modern realistic atyle the evan- 

elic theory, written by men thoroughly 
imbued with Christ’s teaching-and spirit, 
will be of great value in guiding the 
thoughts of older boys and girls. Such 
books are as yetadesideratum. We have 
in abundance elaborate “ Lives of Jesus,” 
written by scholars for professional stu- 
dents of Scripture, and some of less elabo- 
rate character, such as Farrar’s, available 
But of books giving 
the substanct of the Gospels in simple 
language and in short chapters, child-like 
in spirit, but not childish, reflecting the 
lyric spirit of the Gospels, and also their 
ilignity, we have as yet few. I am for- 
tunately able to refer to one which I regard 
as a model: I mean “ Jesus, the Carpenter 
of Nazareth,” published this year by Kegan 
Paul, Trench, Triibner, & Co., London, 
and written by a Glasgow layman. The 
intention is excellent, and the execution 
is not less so. The book has won golden 
opinions. Ministers have intimated their 
purpose to read chapters from it to the 
children in church, instead of attempting 
sermons of their own. Its appearance is 
one of the many signs of the times, which 
show that the very heart of the religious 
world is turning with longing to the Chris- 
tianity of Christ. 














Mirrors, Choice Etchings, Engrav: 
ings, Picture Frames, etc. 


Fiex’ S Galleries of Paintings, 
No. $16 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





BACON, CABBACE, AND TURNIPS. 


Burraco Litwia Water 


Enables a Miserable Dyspeptic to Eat 
Bacon, Cabbage, and. Turnips. 


Case of Mr. C., stated by Dr. John C. Coleman, a retired Surgeon 
of the United States Navy, Scotisburg, Va.: 


“Mr. C. was for years a sufferer from DYSPEPSIA, unable 
to eat Meat or Vegetables, livin« upon TEA and CRACKERS, 
BREAD and MILK, and OTHER SIMILAR ARTICLES, 
which were frequently thrown off in an undigested state, 


reducing him to a most distressing condition, 


The use of 


BUFFALO LITHIA WATER, for some eight weeks, enabled 
him to eat with impunity BACON, CABBAGE, and TURNIPS, 


and resulted in his restoration to robust health.”’ 


Springs open June, rst. 


Pamphlet to any address. 


WATER, IN CASES OF ONE DOZEN HALF-GALLON BOTTLES, $5.00 F. 0. B, HERE. 


THOMAS F. GOODE, Proprietor, 
Buffalo Lithia Springs, Va. 
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A CONDENSED FOOD | 





“ Tt is by the aid of the digestive organs alone 


CONSUMPTION. that Consumption can be relieved. 


lungs alone, and direct the attention to the organs of nutrition, the stomach and bowels,” 
which will receive BOVININE, and return with interest in new blood and tissue the 
care bestowed upon them, BOVININE is the vital principles of Beef concentrated, a 
highly condensed raw food, palatable to the most delicate taste, and is indispensable in 


CONSUMPTION, Pneumonia, or Bronchitis, and all wasting diseases. 


life for weeks by injection. 


irritable stomach. 


Leave the 


Will sustain 


Causes feeble infants and their mothers to thrive wonderfully. 
BOVININE is the only raw food that will not spoil, 


and is retained by the most 


_BOVININE is Sold by All Druggists. 
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BANNeRs, FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOLS. 
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ooe. Spend for illus. : 


rice-list, 
©. A. MAnT & t co., 133 N. 34 BS ) Phila., P Pa. 


FLAGS A AND BANNERS 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOIS AND ALL OTHER USES, 
SISCO BROGS., Baltimore, "4. 
Send for illustrated catalogue, 
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WITH OUR CELEBRATED BURNERS, 
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N@INNATI, O., sole makers of the ‘‘Blymyer” 
Church, School and Fire Alarm tells, 
Catalegne with over 2200 aa 





cost no more than ugly designs. ether you 

live in Texas or Oregon, you can buy from our 
immense stock, by our method, as well as if in 
Nemes my 8 Our mail trade is the largest. 
mples of beautiful selected papers sent for 8c. 

AL. DIAMENT ACO. 1206 Market St. Phila. Pa, 
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THE NEW MODEL “HALL.” 





PERFECT TYPEWRITER. BEst y ANIFOLDER. 
TRRMS TO.AGENTS LIBERAL. PORTABLE, In EXPEN- 
SIVE. WRITES ALL LANGUAGES. 

Read Mr. Howells's Opinion. 

‘I wish to express my very great sati-faction with 
the Hall Typewriter. Impressions andalignment are 
both more perfect than any other typewriter that I 
know, and itissimply & pleasure to uselt. It is delight 
fully simple and manageable. D. How ts.’ 

Send for Catalogue and Renstoniam of Work. 
Address N. TYPEWRITER Co., 10 Temple P'1.. Boston. 
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Josiah Allen’s Wife's asens nae k, Priceonly 
Sells vi fast. eal uss sto borders ° 
yy Full candeasing ew eros 
15 cents for ITH 2: con, oO Pile. 
delphia, ra. or Ohlenge. E i. 
TALMAGE’ 400 Wonderfal Pictures, Sales Im- 
sponse. Agents W. Ex- 
NEW credit. NoCapital N * alsovend ® A ts’ 
receive FREE TO YOU, Tal- 
BOOK mage’s favorite Picture ag. in L 








Tasty Wall Pa ers, NOVELTIES aceNTs 


Convertible Wire Bask Handy Batton, Self- 
threading Needie & many others. Catalog sent free 
| D. CASSGREEN M Fw, Co, LA Vv ant Buren St., ¢ -» Chicago. 


Ww ANTED to ‘sell 
AGENTS our POPULATE BOOKS. 
Splendid terms to workers. Send for illus 
ted circulars to American Publishing ° 
Hartford, Conn., Boston, St. Louis, or Cacasat, 


45 sold in '88 
2,288 sold in '89 
6,268 sold in '90 
20,000 will be sold in ’9! 
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~ GURNEY 


HOT-WATER 
HEATERS 


AND 


RADIATORS 


FOR 
HOT-WATER 
HEATING. 





: The most econ- 
omical, durable, and efficient ; thousands in use, 
Send for 


How Best to Heat Our Homes; 


an illustrated pamphlet, giving full descriptién, 


‘ GURNEY 
HOT-WATER 
HEATER CO. 


163 Franklin St., 
Boston. 
71 John St., 
New York. 
47 §. Canal St., 
Chicago. 





Please mention 
this advertisement. 
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_BACGY KNEES 


POSITIVELY REMEDIED. . Greely Pant 
htretehe e, by mail, 26 cents. Agents wanted. 
B, J. GREELY, 715 Washington 8t., Boston, Mass. 
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on religions books and Bibles before engacing el<e 
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“MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN 
SHINES.” 


Clean your house betimes, and do it with 


SAPOLIO. 


If you would use Sapolio every week in the year 
the dirt in a house would be kept down and when 
house-cleaning time -ame it would be a pleasgpt 
‘askinstead of the dreadful imetiucuiiyés, » wots. 
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CORSET WAISTS. 
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A 
FERRs BROS. » 341 Srondwans N. Ve 


Are 
You 
Going 


In the country whea you go “out of town” 
this Summer? Ifso, look up Meredith, 
Delaware Co., N, Y., in the foot-hills of 
the Catskills. High altitude, pure air, 
sweet water, clear sunshine, the “real 
country,” such as won your love when a 
child, Better than a “health resort” for 
rest, recreation or recovery. ‘The under- 
signed has here a small, select béarding 
house, with good rooms and excelleut 
table, Butter, cream and milk from the 
famous Jerseys of Meridale Farms. Send 
for circular, rates and references. 
I. A. PARKER, Meredith, 
Delawage Co., New York. 
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BUSHNELL'S 
Perfect Letter Co Books 


Are mnt = Ant all eae yin “e. No Press 
uired, yangtok. Note size, $1.00, 

Letter size. bss hs yA ders sort y mall on receipt of price. 
Alvah nell, 4th Mt., ila., Pa. 





E mo MAKING AN EXTRAORDINARY 


yo to all who bs, to a a Bi- 
eyele or hotographic Outfi nd us your 


name at once, and we wil! send full _7——- I 
D. LOTHROP CO., Publ ishers, Boston. 





“AIR AS THE » MORNING. — a & Music 
Book. Fresh 


, clean, beautiful. Full orchestra ar- 
ent. 37,000 sold 


— oe gee meetings, Christian as<ocia- 
etc. 2,000 advance orders, paid, each Sie. 
3. i. KURZENKNABE & SONS, Harrisburg, Pa. 





The Sunday School Times intends | to > admit only advertisements thet are trustworth 





be = the first month. Also 
“ Gospel Trio,” a new Gospel Hymn Book for young 
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“Above all,taking the shield of fh wherewith 
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked” — Eph. 6:16. 














Words by Rev: Charles |Junkin: 
+ Mupic by WW: Gilchrist: 


This new and beautiful Floral Service has been prepared for Children’s 
Day, but it is just as appropriate for anniversaries or other suitable occasions. 

The general plan of the service, and the words of the hymns, are by the 
Rev. Charles I. Junkin; while the music was written by Professor W. W. Gil- 
christ, so well known in musical circles as conductor and composer. 

Any number of copies of the Service will be sent, postpaid, upon receipt 
of price, $800 per hundred copies ; sample copies, 5 vents each. Address, 


Joun D. Warties, Publisher, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHOIR LEADERS. 


Send 10 cents for a sample copy of the MusicaL 
VISITOR. eatines anthems. 
THE JOHN CHURCH co., -» Cincinnati, oO. 


ATHERED JEWELS, } No. 2. (New.) 
es For Sun- 
day-schools, 192 pages. —— copr: 25 cents; 
boards. Gives perfect satisfaction. Tux 

W. W. WuitTnry Co., Publishers, Toledo, Ohio. 














HAPPY CHILDREN'S DAY. 
THE CHILDREN'S JUBILEE. 
AY FEAST OF FLOWERS. 
THE CHILD COUNSELOR. 














Prints cards, la- 


FLORAL SERMONS. 
THE CHILDREN OF ZION. 


Six Children’s Day Services, cach 
oneaGem. Music, Recitations, etc. 
Price, 5 cts each, 50 cta per doz., mailed. 
SAMPLES OF ANY THREE SENT FOR 10c. 

1024 Arc Sr. 
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FLORAL PRAISE No. 9, 


A Beautiful Musical Service for ANS 


Children’ s Day, 


Hubert P. Main. " US New Songs, Scripture 


Selections, and appropriate 














The correst writing-papers for 
society, foreign, Cs every-day 
correspondence, a 
BOSTON LINEN 

BOSTON 


and NBO, HILL, 
Superior in quality, reasonable in 
price. If your dealer does not keep 

. send us your address, and 
we will forward you our complete 
en Sree, 

AMUEL WARD CO., 
cy & 61 Franklin Street, Boston. 











Recitations. 


THE BEST OF THE SERIES YET ISSUED. 
Price, $4 per 100; Se. each by mail. 


Previous issues, Nos. 1 to 8 at same price. CAN PURCHASE ANYTHING 
THE BICLOW & MAIN N CO., needed at our small profit sys- 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 1 76 East Ninth Ninth St., New York. tem, for Wear or Home Decora- 
tien, at an advantage, under our 
NEW! I NEW! ! roof of five floors, 100X175, and save 
on S ort e money. Send for our eataleogue. Samples cheer- 
fully sent if requested. Mail orders promptly 

HARVE T FIELD | | anea. A. D. MATTHEWS & SONS, 

Brooklyn, N. Y¥. 
By CHAS. H. GABRIEL. 


New pare. % “school songs, adapted also to We will .send, express paid, an 
Y. P. S. C. EB. and Pra er-meeting. These are SPECIAL Infant's Complete Outnt, 


rousing songs that will stir the people. Price, ‘ 28 
85 cts. ¥ S360 00 per doz., not prepaid. . Address, BARGAIN. | $12.23. » for 


Satisfaction guaran- 
°., BROS, Publiah ppebetg te Bh A Ww. v. Sth St | teed. Write for our illustrated catalogue. 
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me MAHLER BROS., 503-505 6th Ave., | N. Y. 
Cath. JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
Sen ench orihetmrce mumcersrocances: | IMOeTS and Dealers in Fine Dry Goss, 


2 R. McCABE & CO.,144 Monroe Street, Chicago. | Broadway, Cor. Eleventh St., New York. 


CHILD SONCS ES CLEANFAST HOSIERY co. ’s 


FoR pe, CLASS Black Stockings Never 
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rsaie a wa ew ror ‘empie ~~, 
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O'NEILL'S 


NEW YORK. 
Importers and Retailers 


Fine Millinery, Dry Goods, etc 





The largest and finest establishment of its 
kind in this country. 


VACATION. 


When our friends, the readers of The Sun- 
day School Times, are going away on their 
vacation, they would do well to call and ex- 
amine our fine stock of 


Summer Goods 


for SEASIDE, COUNTRY, and MOUN- 
TAINS, or, if you cannot do so conveniently, 
look over our catalogue (if you have one; if 





you one free of charge), and see what you need, 
Wearesure we can give you better valuefor your 
money than any other house in this country. 


Send for samples of goods at any time. 
We are always pleased to send them. 


H. O’NEILL & CO., 


6th Ave., 20th to 2ist Sts., 
NEW YORK. 








W. L. DOUCLAS 
$3 SHOE centitmen. 


SR.00 Genuine fland - sewed, an el t 
5 tylish dress Shoo which commends 


84.00 fend wed Welt. Afinecalf 
unequalled for style — gurabiitey. 
$2.50 Goodyear Wel t is the stand 
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style, ete. 

All goods warranted and stamped with name on 
poteone If rake yoy local seme cannot supply 
you, send direct to factory 
for order blanks. 

W. L. DOUGLAS, Breckton, Mass. 


WAN TED.—Shoe- dealors and General 
Me m all d territory to 
take agency. Send for catalogue. 
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TUART’S SPOOL COTTON. 
Old Established and Reliable. 

trongest, Sm nomen . 

old by all Lead'ng Dry Goods and Notions Jobbers. 
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shoe. WAUKEN HOSE CO.,78 Chauncy 8t., Boston, Mass, 





Should, however, an advertisement of a party not in good : standing be inadvertently inserted, 
that they lose thereby. 
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